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Resurrection Life
DECEMBER 2019

THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Why do we celebrate Christmas? I suppose that is a survey is done, there will be
many answers to this question. For some it is all about the ‘Christmas spirit’ to
be generous and to be nice to one another, or, it is to celebrate the birth of the
little baby in the manger, or,  it is about the lights, the shopping and the good
food, or, the novelty of Christmas carols and shepherds watching and angels
singing. The list goes on and on.

What about you. What does Christmas mean for you? What are you celebrating?
While the birth of Christ is a special and miraculous event, it isn't the primary
focus of Holy Scripture. The central truth of the Christmas story, as written in
Holy Scripture, is this: The Child of Christmas is God. Baby Jesus is God.
Christmas is about what we Christians call the Incarnation - the birth of God.

Christmas is not about the Savior's infancy; it is about His deity. The humble
birth of Jesus Christ was never intended to conceal the reality that God was
being born into the world. However, the modern world's version of Christmas
does not include this biblical, divine truth. Consequently, for the greater part of
humanity, the celebration of Christmas has no bearing on the Jesus of the Bible.

I don't suppose anyone can ever fully understand what it means for God to be
born in a manger. How does one explain the Almighty stooping to become a tiny
infant? Our minds cannot begin to understand what was involved in God's
becoming man. Nor can anyone explain how God could become a baby.
Yet He did. Without forsaking His divine nature or diminishing His deity, He

was born into our world as a tiny infant. He was fully human, with all the needs
and emotions that are common to us all. Yet He was also fully God--all wise
and all powerful.

For nearly 2,000 years, debate has been raging about who Jesus really is. Many
have offered various explanations, such as: He is one of many gods; a created
being; a high angel; a good teacher; a prophet; and so on. The common thread
of all such theories is that they make Jesus less than God. But the biblical
evidence is overwhelming that this child in the manger was the incarnation of
God.

One passage in particular, written by the apostle Paul, captures the essence of
Jesus' divine nature and underscores the truths that make Christmas truly
wonderful. Colossians 1:15-20 says: “ 15 He is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before
all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body,
the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything
he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or
in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.”

Holy Scripture through the Apostle Paul was addressing those who would deny
the divine truth that the baby in the manger is God. The city of Colossae, to
whom the letter is addressed, was under the influence of what came to be known
as Gnosticism. Those who embraces Gnosticism were referred to as Gnostics.
They believed that they were the only ones who had access to the truth, which
they believed was so complex that ordinary people couldn't know it. Among
other things, their teachings included what was called philosophical dualism--the
idea that matter is evil and spirit is good. They believed that because God is spirit,
God is good, but God could never touch matter, which is evil. This belief led them
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2019 CHURCH COUNCIL: President: Gary Carella, Vice President: Vacant
Elder: Tom McNeely; Secretary: Dottie McNeely;
Financial Secretary/Treasurer: Eleanor Johnson; Deacons: Walter Hartman, Henry Troue
Karen Carella and Sharon Rouzier; Trustees: Henry Troue, Walter Hartman, Tom McNeely

NOVEMBER TRIVIA QUESTION WITH ANSWER

ANSWER: Honey  EZEKIEL 3:3

The Son of God became the Son of Man
so the sons of men could become sons
of God and

The manger, the first King size bed!

LOOKING AHEAD TO DECEMBER TRIVIA QUESTION

FOOD, FOOD, FOOD …
What judge of Israel cooked an angel a meal that included a pot of broth?

Of the Word

Facing the Enemy

HINT: LOOK IN THE BOOK OF GIDEON

I go to you for protection, Lord; rescue me from my enemies.  Psalm 143:9

FOOD, FOOD, FOOD …
What did Ezekiel’s edible scroll taste like in his mouth?

No matter what measures we take to avoid them, enemies sneak into our lives.
They come in the form of bills, illnesses, or disappointments. They can be what
we eat, drink, or put into our bodies. Enemies may be who we associate with,
abusive relationships we endure, or simply what we read, listen to, or watch on
TV.

The war against enemies cannot be won alone. Therefore, we must never under-
estimate the promises in God’s Word and the power of God’s answers to prayer.
Participating in counseling or a group discussion may help. Taking part in a
Bible study or finding a prayer partner may be helpful, too. Seeking God-pleasing
help is not a sign of weakness. Instead it is a step toward fighting off the enemy.

… God has said, “I will never leave you; I will never abandon you.” Let us be
bold, then, and say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What can anyone
do to me” Hebrews 13:5b–6  We can face any enemy with Christ beside us.

Lord, help me, this day and always, to know that Your power is stronger than any
enemy I may face. Remind me that Jesus faced and conquered Satan, the most
terrible enemy of all. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.
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Peace in Christ,

Our Members who are in a NURSING HOME: Harriet Rose; and those who are
HOME-BOUND: Sonja Munzenmaier, Anita Reinert and Marilyn Lang; and those

Our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, you have made the heavens
and the earth. You have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the book
that we are now studying. Please help us now as we read together. Take us deeper
into understanding more about you and your love for us.  Amen

with OTHER CONCERNS: Tom McNeely, John Ulicny, Lynn, Tim,
Jennifer Gajadhar, Jo Ann Gajadhar, Karen Carella, Patrice, Diana Green, Connie,
Heather Valente, Ralph Valente, Danielle Valente, Juliette Valente, Marie Cappello,
Nicole, Jorge Martinez, Grace Serro, Ann Stanton, Ricky Stanton, Nancy Michaelis,
Derek Zacchino, Peter Seibel IV, Anthony Novitske, Anna Lee Rife, Yvonne Schadel,
Pastor Sam, Ronnie Sowa, Richard Sowa, Dorothy Moore and Cindy DeYoung.

Our missionary groups right here in Flushing; the Chinese Lutheran Ministry, and
the  Indo Pak Ministry that God will continue to bless these ministries and help
them to grow.

- for all of us at Resurrection that we may all have a heart for those who don’t
know Jesus, to help everyone come to know the love of God, and become part
of God’s church family, into an even closer relationship with God, and come
to eternal life.

Dear Heavenly Father, We pray for joy in our hearts, hope in our God,
love to forgive, and peace upon the earth. ... We pray for the forgiveness of
sinners and abundant life in Christ. Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with your love
 and power. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen

to concluded, and to teach, that God couldn't be the creator of the physical
universe, because if God made matter, then God would be responsible for evil.
And for the same reason God could never become a man, because as a man God
would have to dwell in a body made of evil matter.

The Gnostics explained away the incarnation by saying that Jesus was a good
angel whose body was only an illusion. This teaching, and others like it,
pervaded the early church. As such, many of the New Testament epistles
specifically refute these false pre-gnostic ideas. The apostle John, for instance,
attacked the foundation of Gnostic teaching when he wrote, “2 By this you know
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh is from God,” (1 John 4:2). Also, the apostle Paul refuted that same heresy
when he wrote, “16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things were created through him and for him." (Colossians 1:16). He
specifically affirmed that Jesus is God in the flesh--the Creator of everything.

Scripture repeatedly says that God is invisible (John 1:18; 5:37; 1 Timothy 1:17;
and Colossians 1:15). But through Christ the invisible God has been made
visible. God's full likeness is revealed in Him. Colossians 1:19 takes the truth a
step further: "19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell." He is
not just an outline of God; He is fully God. Colossians 2:9 is even more explicit:
"9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily." Nothing is lacking. No
attribute is absent. He is God in the fullest possible sense, the perfect image.

When we celebrate Christmas, amid all the modern versions of the festivities,
may God give us the grace to remember and celebrate the birth of God - the God
who is coming to set us free from sin and death and to provide for us the gift
forgiveness life and salvation. This divine truth, awesome as it is, can get
obscured amid all the hustle and bustle that is usually associated with the season.
When it does our celebration may be very festive, but it lacks the true meaning
of Christmas.

His name shall be called Immanuel which means, ‘God with us’. For the Child
born in the manger is God. MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Christmas greetings to all of you from Jennifer, our children and grandchildren.



Shared Faith Ministries
Resurrection Lutheran Church & St. John’s Lutheran Church

Wed. December 4th
Mid-Week Advent @ Resurrection @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)

Wed. December 11th
Mid-Week Advent @ St. John’s @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)

Wed. December 18th

Mid-Week Advent @ Resurrection @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)

Mid-Week ADVENT Services

SCHEDULE OF SPECIAL SERVICES

Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Eve @ Resurrection at 6:00pm
Christmas Eve @ St. John’s at 8:00pm

Wednesday, December 25
                                               St. John’s at 10:00am

NO NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE

Epiphany Monday - January 6, 2020 -  Resurrection at  7:30pm

EPIPHANY
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Great job Penny!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
UPDATE:

 ... 14 shoeboxes were dropped off
and are on their way to being delivered around
the world.  Besides the joy of toys and other
items, these children will hear the good news
of Jesus Christ.

Thanks to Liane Runco and her husband Delio for dropping off these
Christmas filled shoeboxes in College Point. Over 2,000 shoeboxes were
collected at this location.   Thank you to all who participated in this years
Operation Christmas Child.

Birthday’sDECEMBER
God’s Blessings on your birthday...God’s Blessings on your birthday...

Dec 5     Gary Carella
Dec 5      Valerie Gavora
Dec 9     Liane Runco
Dec 10    Christel Schnackenberg
Dec 23    Cynthia Myers
Dec 23    George Bardolf
Dec 25    JESUS CHRIST
Dec 31    Dianne Gajadhar

Gary & Karen Carella - December 9th

Delio & Liane Runco - December 28th

DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES



ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS
Set-up of Poinsettias and
Candles for Christmas

10:00am

Please note, there will be a lite supper @ 6:30pm before
the ADVENT Services on Dec. 4, 11, and 18

8:30pm Choir Practice

ADVENT
Shared Faith Ministries
7:30pm Service begins

@ Resurrection

Mid-Week Bible Study
10:00am

ADVENT
Shared Faith Ministries
7:30pm Service begins

@ St. John’s

8:30pm Choir Practice

Mid-Week Bible Study
10:00am

ADVENT
Shared Faith Ministries
7:30pm Service begins

@ Resurrection

Ladies Guild 6:00pm

INDOOR
CHURCH YARD SALE

9:30am till 4:30pm

6:00pm @ Resurrection
8:00pm @ St. John’s

10:00am @ St. John’s

Deadline for ordering
Poinsettias

First Sunday in Advent

Second Sunday in Advent

Third Sunday in Advent

Fourth Sunday in Advent

 First Sunday after Christmas
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December 22, 2019

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader:  Eleanor Johnson

Usher: Stephen Gavora
            George Fisher

Greeter:  Ada Gavora

Altar Care:  Cynthia Myers
                  Ida Myers

December 1, 2019

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Walter Hartman

Usher:  Stephen Gavora
             George Fisher

Greeter: Dottie McNeely

Altar Care: Karen Carella
                   Jenny Gajadhar

December 8, 2019

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader:  Jenny Gajadhar

Usher: Stephen Gavora
            George Fisher

Greeter: Sharon Rouzier

Altar Care: Jenny Gajadhar
                   Karen Carella

December 15, 2019

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader:  Debbie Sichler

Usher: Stephen Gavora
            George Fisher

Greeter: Eleanor Johnson

Altar Care:  Ida Myers
                    Cynthia Myers

December 24, 2019

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Usher: Stephen Gavora
            George Fisher

Altar Care:  Ada Gavora
                Debbie Sichler

December 29, 2019

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Gary Carella

Usher:  Stephen Gavora

Greeter: Dottie McNeely

Atar Care: Debbie Sichler
                 Ada Gavora

  An ORGAN FUND has been set-up to help with
  the cost.  If you would like to contribute to this
  ORGAN FUND please make a check payable to
  Resurrection Lutheran Church  and put

in memo line.

DECEMBER 2019

FRIDAY’S -           Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45pm - 9:00pm

THURSDAY’S -    Alcoholics Anonymous - 6:00pm - 8:00pm

SATURDAY’S -     Alcoholics Anonymous - 11:15am - 2:00pm

SUNDAY'S -         Immanuel Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 9:30am
                               Pastor Sam uses Church 2:00pm - 3:30pm

WEDNESDAY'S - Resurrection Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 10:00am
     Choir Practice - @ 7:30pm

                           Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30pm -8:30pm
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December 20, 2019

Jo Ann Gajadhar who delivered a beautiful baby boy on
Sunday, November 24, 2019, weighing 7.6lbs.

CONGRATULATIONS

DOMINIC Mc RAE
Pastor James and Jenny (Grandma & Grandpa) are excited to welcome
this little bundle of joy to the family.  Big brother Joel is so happy to have a baby brother.
May God bless this family throughout the coming years.
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(    ) WILL Pick up plant(s) after service.

(    ) WILL NOT take plants home.

 in the information below and return this form to the church office
(or place it in the “church office” mailbox at the rear of the church).

The annual sale of red or white Christmas
poinsettias begins again.  If you are interested
in donating a poinsettia to the Glory of God as
a Memorial or in Thanksgiving, please fill

In Loving Memory of__________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

From: ______________________________________________________

In Thanksgiving for __________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

From: ______________________________________________________

Please indicate how many and which color(s) you would like below:

   How many   How many
  WHITE             RED

Each plant is a 6 ½ inch pot of 5 to 8 blossoms, wrapped in gold
foil.  The cost is $12.00 per plant, and all orders must be received
by  The poinsettias will adorn
the altar on CHRISTMAS EVE and may be taken home with you
following service. There will be NO CHRISTMAS DAY Service
at Resurrection.
Thank you in advance for making our altar more beautiful at this special
time of year!
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As disciples of Jesus and in obedience to God's word,
the mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is:

Growing in the knowledge and love of Christ,
ministering to one another and to those in the

community, sharing the Gospel with unbelievers
so that the Holy Spirit draws them into a faith

relationship with Jesus.
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