
For the reality of this world is that death is most often ugly, tortured and evil.
It strikes capriciously, ripping apart families and communities. It can, with
seeming indifference, deliver its verdict both slowly and painfully, or so
swiftly that survivors are left reeling in shock and disbelief. In too many
places it is employed by those who hire it for their own ends: to silence
opponents and terrify the helpless. The last enemy is death. And death
must never be underestimated in its ability to humiliate, deform and
dehumanize those in its grip.

Easter people living in this world
Followers of Jesus Christ do not deny any of that about death. Being an
Easter people is not about making light of the reality of the world. Jesus
entered fully into the Good Friday state of this cosmos with all its raw
violence and depraved sinfulness. He embraced being fully human,
including that fate that stalks and claims all life in this Good Friday world.

It is only when death claims Jesus as its ultimate victim that the great
shocking surprise occurs: Jesus claims death, and death’s finality is
defeated on that battlefield of the cross. In this Good Friday world of death
and destruction, we claim the death of Jesus as our place of refuge.

With the writer of Colossians, we declare that we have already died, and
our life is hidden in Christ. Death is real, with all its painful potentiality, but
the victory of Jesus Christ is more real yet. Hidden in Christ, we dare to live
in defiance of what death may yet do to us. Death is not the end; instead,
the end is the beginning with the one who bears the marks of his death on
his risen, living body.

What does this look like?
Easter people gather weekly to worship in prisons, such as the South
Dakota State Penitentiary in Sioux Falls. Christians from outside the prison
gather with the members of St. Dysmas Prison Congregation (inside the
walls) in response to Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:36, “I was in prison and
you visited me.” Some say that this kind of ministry is a frill, or at best is an
engagement in wishful thinking, given the high rate of repeat offence for
those released from prison.
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

(Pastor’s article is continued on Page 3)

Resurrection Life
APRIL 2018

I recently came across this article, written in 2011 by Rev. Erma Wolf, an
ordained Lutheran pastor and thought that I will share it in its original form as
this month’s newsletter article. It gives us a very insightful understanding of the
church as the ‘Easter People’.

We are an Easter people in a Good Friday world
“For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried.”

Pastor James T. GajadharPastor James T. Gajadhar

Every week Christians around the world recite these words of the Nicene
Creed. Jesus really died. Subjected to a torturous death in a public execution,
his lifeless body was removed from the cross, hurriedly wrapped in a linen
shroud and then placed in a rock tomb, sealed with a stone. The witnesses
to this event are named in the Gospel accounts. The death of Jesus is no bit
of deception.

Easter people do more than admit that death is real. We confront it. Through
the centuries since that first Good Friday, depictions of the crucifixion have
been a major focus of devotion for Jesus’ followers. A cross bearing the dead
body of Jesus is, for many, the central image of Christianity. That image
anchors the Christian faith, and the Christian, in the reality of this world.

(Pastor’s article is continued on Page 3)



BIBLE TRIVIA

Our next meeting will be on Tues. April 24, 2018 @ 7:00pm

In Christ,

President Ladies Guild

Always Remember your Mite Boxes . . .

CHURCH STAFF:
Pastor: Rev. James T. Gajadhar
Elder:  Tom McNeely
Church Office: (718) 463-4292
Church Secretary: Eleanor Johnson and Karen Carella
Minister of Music and Adult Choir Director: Walter Hartman
Musicians: Flautist - Heather Valente; Percussionist - Ralph Valente
Ministers: All the Members

Upcoming Outdoor
Church Sign Sayings

April 2018

AND

MARCH 2018 TRIVIA QUESTION WITH ANSWER
Walking with my Lord

NEWSLETTER STAFF: Editor: Debbie Sichler, Assistants: Ada Gavora, Anita Reinert,
and Dottie McNeely.

Sign is broken, come inside for Message.

I Trust in You
But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.” Psalm 31:14
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We live and die; Christ died and lived!

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL: President: Gary Carella, Vice President: Vacant
Elder: Tom McNeely; Secretary: Dottie McNeely;
Financial Secretary/Treasurer: Eleanor Johnson; Deacons: Walter Hartman, Henry Troue
Karen Carella and Sharon Rouzier; Trustees: Henry Troue, Walter Hartman, Tom McNeely

Lord, help me trust in You. Guide my words and actions. Make me a trustworthy
example to Your people. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

LAUGHERS and DANCERS …
Who came out dancing after David killed Goliath?

ANSWSER:  1Samuel 18:6-7 The women of Israel

LAUGHERS and DANCERS …
What is the only book in the Bible to mention God laughing?
There are (3) separate verses - find at least (1)

APRIL 2018 TRIVIA QUESTION

HINT: LOOK IN THE BOOK of Psalms

What do the United States and Nicaragua have in common?
The Motto, “In God We Trust.”

Sometimes it is hard to know who to trust. Everyone seems to want some-
thing from us and sometimes even those closest to us are willing to lie or
cheat to get what they want.

A three-year-old girl watched her mother busily wait on customers in their
family store. Suddenly she announced, “I have to go potty.” The busy mom
appreciated the offer of one of the clerks to take the little girl to the bathroom.
Once in the restroom, the little girl went into the booth and then announced,
“I’m done.” When questioned about why she did not use the bathroom, she
replied, “I didn’t have to go. I just wanted chocolate. Tell my mother I went
to the bathroom so I can have some chocolate.”

Lying and cheating are not God-pleasing actions. Neither are they necessary
for us to receive God’s favor. He freely gives us all we need. When we
wonder who we can trust, we can turn to His Word.  But I trust in you, O
LORD; I say, “You are my God” (Psalm 31:14).



Our Members who are Home-Bound: Joe Dunlop, Sonja Munzenmaier and
Dorothea Gruenwald; in NURSING HOMES: Harriet Rose; and those with
OTHER CONCERNS:

Dear Heavenly Father, We humbly come to you with thanks and adoration for
what you have done through the cross. Thank you for conquering death so we can
spend eternal life with you. Thank you for the precious blood shed on the cross,
which took our place. Thank you for taking on our infirmities and iniquities that
we can live in freedom by your mercy. We ask you to move on the hearts of the
lost and dying; and ask that you use us freely. We come to you to say that we are
willing. Please open our eyes to see the opportunities and open the eyes and the
hearts of those with whom we will share your hope. In Jesus' precious and holy
name, Amen

Our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, you have made the heavens
and the earth. You have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the book
that we are now studying. Please help us now as we read together. Take us deeper
into understanding more about you and your love for us.  Amen
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Lynn, Connie, Marie Cappello, Nicole, Ronnie Sowa,
Diana Green, Grace Serro, Eileen Alvarez, Tim, Mike Scarano, John Ulicny,
Antony Gajadhar, Jennifer Gajadhar, Marilyn Lang, Heather Valente,
Ralph Valente, Danielle Valente, Juliette Valante, Pastor Sam, John Leipold,
Karen Carella, Tom McNeely, Ciminelli Family, Kathy, Nancy Michaelis,
Trina Seibel, Anthony Novitske, June Kippeny, Ricky Stanton, Julie and
Baby Brielle Timmers, Chris, Joanne, Audrey Jones and Everret Rodriquez.

But those who have been there say that being with these prison inmates for
this time of prayer and devotion in the prison chapel is what real Easter life
is all about, that it has changed their lives and understanding of the presence
of the risen Christ in the midst of those serving prison sentences.

Or it looks like any one of the hundreds of small congregations scattered
across the land, many in small towns and sparsely populated rural areas of
this country, in which people meet to pray, teach, respond to needs locally
and across the globe, and celebrate the risen life of a Savior who lived and
died and rose nearly 2,000 years ago in a land far away from theirs. Their
size and struggle to remain open and financially viable doesn’t begin to
explain the hope and joy present in their gatherings. They know their ministry
and existence is in response to the call extended to them to serve one
another, without having any idea if their congregation will last past their own
lifetimes.

Such things are in God’s hands, and for now it is enough that the risen Lord
is in their midst, celebrating with them the gift of life that is their blessing
now. It happens over and over. Easter people live on borrowed time,
refusing to “be practical” in the face of overwhelming odds. Even when
failure and total defeat is certain, those whose lives are hidden with Christ in
God know that what is done in Jesus’ name never is wasted.

In God’s time, old wrongs can be set right; destroyed cities can be rebuilt,
oppressed peoples can be set free and the poor can be filled with good
things. When one has been set free by God in Jesus Christ from the fear of
death, then there is nothing that any tyrant can threaten that will undo the
hope that Easter brings. In a Good Friday world, Easter people proclaim the
truth: Claimed by the Crucified One, our life begins in the grave.
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God’s Blessings to all celebrating this month.God’s Blessings to all celebrating this month.

April 4
April 6
April 6
April 10
April 10
April 29

Nancy (Carella) Kavanagh
Brian Sichler
Dorothea Grunwald
Maria Gmuca
Helene Su
Anita Reinert

"He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that
we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows,
and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was
despised, and we esteemed him not.

"Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him
stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.

"We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and
the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression
and judgment he was taken away.

"And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the
living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. He was assigned a
grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.

"Yet it was the Lord's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the
Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his soul,
he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous
servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.

"Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils
with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered
with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors" (Isaiah 53:2b-12).

This is "YOUR" Newsletter. It is only as good as the
articles submitted.  Please won't you take a moment
and share your thoughts with us.  It doesn't have to be
long .  Just a few lines or so.  Let us know what you
like or dislike.  Or share a special event in your life.
Or even be as bold as to witness and share how and
when Jesus Christ entered your life.
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OFFICE CLOSED



April 22, 2018

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Jenny Gajadhar

Usher:   Stephen Gavora
             Douglas Law

Greeter: Ada Gavora

Altar Care:  Ida Myers
                   Cynthia Myers

April 1, 2018

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Eleanor Johnson

Usher:   Stephen Gavora
             Douglas Law

Greeter: Dottie McNeely

Altar Care: Debbie Sichler
                   Ada Gavora

WEDNESDAY'S - Resurrection Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 10:00am
      Choir Practice - @ 7:30pm

                           Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30pm -8:30pm

FRIDAY’S -            Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45pm - 9:00pm

THURSDAY’S -    Alcoholics Anonymous - 6:00pm - 8:00pm
     Glory Lutheran Bible Study 6:00pm - 7:30pm

SATURDAY’S -     Alcoholics Anonymous - 11:15am - 2:00pm

SUNDAY'S -         Immanuel Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 9:30am
                               Pastor Sam uses Church 2:00pm - 3:30pm

                 Glory Lutheran Church 4:00pm - 5:30pm

Won’t you please help to fill the basket with non-perishable foods!

Your HELP is NEEDED NOW for the food pantry at Emanuel
Lutheran Church in Corona which serves the hungry in this
community. Non-perishable foods can be brought
to the FOOD BASKET located in the Narthex of the church for
future distributions at Emanuel, the second Saturday of the month
For further information call (718) 359-3289.

APRIL 20, 2018
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April 15, 2018

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Walter Hartman

Usher:   Stephen Gavora
             Douglas Law

Greeter: Eleanor Johnson

Altar Care:  Cynthia Myers
                   Ida Myers

April 8, 2018

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Gary Carella

Usher:   Stephen Gavora
             Douglas Law

Greeter: Sharon Rouzier

Altar Care: Ada Gavora
                   Debbie Sichler

APRIL 2018APRIL 2018
April 29, 2018

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Debbie Sichler

Usher:   Stephen Gavora
             Douglas Law

Greeter: Dottie McNeely

Altar Care: Christel Schnackenberg
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Walter Hartman will be performing in the
first two shows; TOSCA on 4/13/18 and
then again for LA BOHEME on 5/18/18.
Please refer to the flyer below for location,
time of show(s) and cost of tickets.  For
more information you can speak directly
to Walter.
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As disciples of Jesus and in obedience to God's word,
the mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is:

Growing in the knowledge and love of Christ,
ministering to one another and to those in the

community, sharing the Gospel with unbelievers
so that the Holy Spirit draws them into a faith

relationship with Jesus.

Our Mission Statement
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