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so very . . .
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
1Give

thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.
2 Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever. 3 Give
thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever;
Psalm 136:1-3 ESV

November is especially significant for us as Americans because it is that time of
year when we pause to ‘give thanks’. The observance of a day of National
Thanksgiving is the celebration of a national holiday that is closely linked with
some form of religious experience. Although we tend to identify Thanksgiving
Day with the early American experience of the Pilgrims in Massachusetts, the
reality of God's grateful people expressing thanks to Him goes all the way back to
the very beginnings of time itself. The biblical record has many accounts of
people speaking words of thanksgiving to God. Many psalms are expressions of
thanksgiving to the Lord. The letters of St. Paul are filled with expressions of
thanks to God as well. Although individual thanksgiving is important, thankfulness
finds fullest expression when God's people acknowledge the blessings of Almighty
God and find tangible ways to express their thanks and praise, both as individuals
and as communities of God’s people.
This year 2017 is especially significant for us as Lutheran Christians. In addition
to all the usual things we give thanks to God for, we have the historic privilege of
giving thanks to God for the gift of the Lutheran Reformation which began, by
God’s grace, with Martin Luther nailing his 95 Thesis on the church door at
Wittenberg on October 31, 1517.

One very significant thing about this historic event is that it reminds us that
God’s people are never afraid of difficult questions. When Brother Martin,
nailed those Thesis on the door of the Church in Wittenberg, his intention was
not to start a reformation. He was just inviting God’s people, through their
spiritual leaders, to engage in a conversation about difficult questions regarding
the functioning of God’s Church. Martin was convinced that the practices of the
Church of his time were not in accordance with God’s Holy Word. Difficult as
he knew it would be to raise questions about the church, he was given the grace
to raise them anyway. Because he did, we are giving thanks this year for the
blessings that resulted. We are particularly blessed to be alive on this historic

year to be able to celebrate and give thanks on this 500th anniversary.
As Lutheran Christians we will, rightly so, be nostalgic in our Thanksgiving for
the Reformation and the leading role that Martin Luther played in it. However,
when our nostalgia settles down, we have to acknowledge that there are many
difficult questions that exist regarding Church life in our present context.
Questions that I believe we need to boldly ask, pray and talk with each other
about; such as: Are we so focused on being correct and pure doctrinally that
winning others for Christ is not the centerpiece of our ministry and mission?
Or, is there a place for immigrant communities in the life of our church body?
Just to say that they are always free to join our euro-centric cultural Worship
styles is not a very helpful approach.
(Pastor’s article is continued on Page 3)
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Words for the Wise
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.
Proverbs 12:15
Although it seemed right at the time, driving the wrong way caused loss of precious
time. “Oh, if only I’d stopped to ask directions!” the driver moaned. Life can be
much the same when we are spiritually lost because we have either not asked for, or
have ignored, the good advice of others.
… a wise man listens to advice (Proverbs 12:15b), says the writer of Proverbs
A lost driver can ask for directions or check a map or GPS. A lost soul can find
direction in God’s Word. Jesus tells us, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life”
(John 14:6b).The psalmist reminds us, Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will
sustain you (Psalm 55:22a). And we have the comforting promise that nothing will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:39b).
How thankful we can be that God’s words have impact on our daily lives. They are
the words of love and grace that take us into eternity with Him!

A Point to Ponder: What wise advice from God will guide my way today?
Walking with my Lord
Lord God, thank You for Your Word, which gives direction for my life. Help me
to listen, understand, and follow the guidance that You have given to me. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

to all who made an offering
LWML Sunday Thanks
on LWML Sunday for our ‘Mites’

October 1, 2017
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NOVEMBER 2017
Upcoming Outdoor
Church Sign Sayings

WILL YOU BE THANKFUL OR JUST FULL?

AND
God gave you a gift of 86,400 seconds today.
Have you used one to say thank you?””

BIBLE TRIVIA

OCTOBER 2017 Trivia Question with Answer:

Mission. I am happy to report we
collected $99. And there was an additional $27.49 collected in the large
Mite Box in the back of the church. Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!

LAUGHERS and DANCERS …

Our next meeting will be on Tues. Nov. 14, 2017 @ 7:00pm

What group of people were busy dancing and partying when David
caught up with them?
ANSWER: Amalekites 1 SAMUEL 30:16-18

Always Remember your Mite Boxes . . .
In Christ,
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President Ladies Guild

LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER 2017

LAUGHERS and DANCERS …
What graven image did the Israelites dance in front of?
HINT: LOOK IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS

These are just examples of questions that must be asked particularly in light of
our dismally declining membership. They are by no means the only ones or the
most important ones. My point here is that difficult questions exist. Pretending

that they don’t is not standing in the reformation tradition.

Our Members who are Home-Bound: Joe Dunlop and Dorothea Gruenwald;
in NURSING HOMES: Harriet Rose; and those with OTHER CONCERNS:
Lynn, Connie, Marie Cappello, Nicole, Kathy, Lee Cookson, Pastor Sam,
Ronnie Sowa, Diana Green, John Ulicny, Cheryl Ulicny, Marilyn Lang,
Heather Valente, Ralph Valente, Danielle Valente, Juliette Valente, Tim, Grace
Serro, Antony Gajadhar, Jennifer Gajadhar, Karen Carella, Eileen Alvarez,
Nancy Michaelis, Arlene Novitske, Anthony Novitske, Melissa Samuels, Mike
Scarano, Julie, Baby Brielle Timmers, Audrey Jones, Trina Seibel, Yvonne
Schadei, Peter Siebel, IV, Tom McNeely, Jack Kean, Sonja Munzenmaier,
Joanne and Laraine Hetzer.

Heavenly Father - Look with favor upon those who are homeless,
unemployed, or underemployed. Grant them patience in the midst of
suffering and meaningful vocations in Your perfect timing. Amen

This year as we celebrate with thanksgiving the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation let us also embrace with thanksgiving the example given us to not
be afraid of difficult questions. Let us ask them, pray for God’s guidance and
have honest, civil conversations among ourselves about them. As we do, let us
trust God to intervene and guide and bless us as he did to Martin Luther when he
asked difficult questions about the church of his time.
Have a very happy 500th Anniversary of the Reformation and a very happy
Thanksgiving 2017.

God bless you all!

Pastor James T. Gajadhar
Shared Faith Ministries
Resurrection Lutheran Church & St. John’s Lutheran Church

SCHEDULE OF SPECIAL SERVICES
Our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, you have made the heavens
and the earth. You have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the book
that we are now studying. Please help us now as we read together. Take us deeper
into understanding more about you and your love for us. Amen

Wed. November 22nd
Thanksgiving Eve @ St. John’s @ 7:30pm

Mid-Week ADVENT Services
Wed. December 6th
Mid-Week Advent @ Resurrection @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)
Wed. December 13th
Mid-Week Advent @ St. John’s @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)
Wed. December 20th
Mid-Week Advent @ Resurrection @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)

God’s Blessings to all celebrating this month.
November 4
November 7
November 11
November 13
November 13

Janet Ciminelli
Deanna Bardolf
Ida Myers
Marilyn Leipold
Sharon Rouzier

Touch the heart of a needy child this Christmas with a Gift-filled
Shoe Box and the Good News of Jesus Christ!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2017
No toothpaste or candy

is a Way of Life
Stewardship is a Way of Life! - It's about offering up our grateful hearts to
God. May we see that Stewardship is a "Way of Life" and that you will think
about how to use your gifts of TIME, TALENT and TREASURE- to the glory
of God.
"How shall I be a good steward for the Lord, for all the good things God has
done for me?"

Loyalty Sunday November 19th
Because we realize that some of our church family will not be able to join us on
Loyalty Sunday, please use one of the following ways to make your pledge.
There are 3 options:
Put your pledge card in an envelope and mail it to Resurrection Lutheran Church,
44-10 192nd Street, Flushing, NY 11358
Send an email to Eleanor Johnson: resurrection.lutheran@verizon.net who
will record your pledge and send you a confirmation email in return.

These items are no longer allowed in shoeboxes due to customs regulations.
SHOE BOXES: Standard size adult cardboard shoe boxes work great. Wrap the
lid and box separately with colorful Christmas wrap or plain paper and decorate
with crayons, markers, stickers, etc. (Boot boxes, while they hold more, are
awkward to pack in the shipping cartons). If you prefer to use clear plastic shoe
boxes, please, do not use any larger than 6-qt. size.

Labels and instructions for wrapping will be in the back of the church. A donation
of $9.00 is requested for each box to cover shipping and project costs. Remember
to pray for this project and the children who receive these gifts.
For more information regarding Resurrection’s “Operation Chirstmas Child”
please call Liane Runco (718) 357-4681
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Complete the yellow Stewardship form found in your STEWARDSHIP
Packet and return it in person on LOYALTY SUNDAY, November 19.
All pledges are confidential. In addition, all pledges received before Loyalty
Sunday will be placed before the altar with those presented on the day itself.
Hopefully, these alternative methods of making your pledge are convenient for
you. They assist us in that the more pledges we receive by Loyalty Sunday, the
less follow-up is required.

2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.

5

NOVEMBER 2017
November 22, 2017

November 5, 2017

November 12, 2017

November 19, 2017

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely

Reader: Gary Carella

Reader: George Fisher

Reader: Debbie Sichler

Reader: Eleanor Johnson

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Usher: George Fisher

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Greeter: Sharon Rouzier

Greeter: Dottie McNeely

Greeter: Ada Gavora

Altar Care: Eleanor Johnson
Dottie McNeely

Altar Care: Ida Myers
Cynthia Myers

Altar Care: Cynthia Myers
Ida Myers

Shared Faith Ministries

Combined Service
7:30pm at St. John’s

November 26, 2017

Usher: Stephen Gavora
Greeter: Dottie McNeely
Altar Care: Christel Schnackenberg

Monday, November 20th
7:30pm
COMMUNITY

WORSHIP SERVICE

The ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY SERVICE
this year will be hosted by
St. Kevin RC Church
45-21 194th Street
Flushing, NY 11358
SUNDAY'S -

Your HELP is NEEDED NOW for the food pantry at Emanuel
Lutheran Church in Corona which serves the hungry in this
community. Non-perishable foods can be brought
to the FOOD BASKET located in the Narthex of the church for
future distributions at Emanuel, the second Saturday of the month
For further information call (718) 359-3289.
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Won’t you please help to fill the basket with non-perishable foods!

NOVEMBER 24, 2017
Immanuel Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 9:30am
Pastor Sam uses Church 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Glory Lutheran Church 4:00pm - 5:30pm

WEDNESDAY'S - Resurrection Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 10:00am
Choir Practice - @ 7:30pm
Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30pm -8:30pm
THURSDAY’S -

Alcoholics Anonymous - 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Glory Lutheran Bible Study 7:30pm - 9:00pm

FRIDAY’S -

Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45pm - 9:00pm

SATURDAY’S -

Alcoholics Anonymous - 11:15am - 2:00pm

88
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