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500th Anniversary of the Reformation
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

What we believe as Lutheran Christians
When Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the Church door in Wittenberg on
October 15, 1517, his intention was to invite debate on what he considered errors in
the teachings and practice of the then Church. However, his act sparked off the birth
of what we know today as the Reformation. This year, 2017, marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation. This is a very special time for us Lutheran
Christians. This anniversary gives us an opportunity to affirm and reaffirm the
divine truths that God revealed through His servant Martin Luther as he was guided
by the Holy Spirit. These Divine Truths can be summed up in what has been called
“The Five Solas of the Reformation”. Let us take a look at these ‘solas’.
1
Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone). When Luther used the words sola
Scriptura he was expressing his concern for the Bible’s authority, and what he
meant is that the Bible alone is our ultimate authority - not the pope, not the church,
not the traditions of the church or church councils, not our personal intimations or
subjective feelings, but Scripture, and Scripture only. Other sources of authority
may have an important role to play. Some are even established by God such as the
authority of church leaders, the authority of the state, or the authority of parents
over children. But Scripture alone is truly ultimate. Therefore, if any of these other
authorities depart from the teaching of Scripture, they are to be judged by Scripture
and rejected.
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Solus Christus (Christ alone). The church of the Middle Ages spoke about
Christ. Any church that fails to do that could hardly claim to be Christian. But the
medieval church had not only spoken about Christ, but had added many human

achievements to Christ’s work. As such, the church of that time could not
definitively say that salvation was entirely by Christ and his atonement. Instead,
the teaching of the Church was that salvation was the work of Christ plus our
own righteousness. Therefore, this teaching was considered the most basic of
all heresies, as Luther rightly perceived. The motto solus Christus was formed to
repudiate this error. It affirmed that salvation has been accomplished once for all
by the work of Jesus Christ alone. His mediation on behalf of sinful human
beings by His sinless life and His substitutionary atonement alone are sufficient
for our justification, and any gospel that fails to acknowledge that, or denies it, is
a false gospel that will save no one and therefore must be rejected.
3
Sola Gratia (Grace alone). The words sola gratia mean that human
beings have no claim upon or control of God. That is, God owes us nothing
except the just punishment for sins. Therefore, God’s desire and work to save
sinners is purely because by His grace it pleases Him to do so. The Bible makes
it absolutely clear that salvation is sola gratia — by grace alone. As Ephesians
2:8–9 says, “For it is by grace you have been saved through faith. It is not from
(Pastor’s article is continued on Page 3)
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Thursday, May 25, 2017
Join us on Thursday, May 25th at St. John’s Lutheran Church
for our Ascension Day Service. The service will begin at
7:30pm
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Water of Life: Water Problems

He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and they
marveled, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that he commands even
winds and water, and they obey him?” Luke 8:25
Do you ever have trouble controlling the temperature of the water while taking a
shower? If you turn the knob too far one way the water is scalding, and if you turn
it the other way the water is freezing. We might have problems controlling just a
little bit of water, but in the Gospel of Luke we read of the One who has control
over all of the wind and the water.
The disciples marveled at the fact that when Jesus rebuked the winds and the
water, they immediately became still.
For the disciples, the storm was real. But what are the storms in your life? Doubt
about the present? Anxiety over the future? Concerns from your past? The apostle
Peter, who endured this storm, writes, Humble yourselves … casting all your
anxieties on him, because he cares for you (1 Peter 5:6a, 7). The One who has
command over wind and water will calm the storms in our lives, too.

Walking with my Lord
All Powerful Savior, just as You calmed the storm on the sea, You calm the storms
in our life. Remind us of Your presence and lead us to trust in Your goodness.
In Your name we pray. Amen.
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Upcoming Outdoor
Church Sign Sayings

Give yourselves a high five,
Slap your hands together and pray!

AND
When down in the mouth, remember Jonah.
He came out OK.

BIBLE TRIVIA
APRIL 2017 Trivia Question with Answser:
“I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is there anything too hard for me”?
ANSWSER: JEREMIAH 32:26-27

Our next meeting will be on Tues. May 9, 2017 @ 7:00pm

Always Remember your Mite Boxes . . .
In Christ,
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in Missions

President Ladies Guild

MAY 2017 Trivia Question
“Has thou an arm like God? Or can thou thunder with a voice like Him?”
HINT: A Righteous Man

(Pastor’s article continued from Page 1)
yourself or anything you've done, but the gift of God.” Salvation, therefore, is a
free gift of grace from God. By insisting on ‘grace alone’ Luther was denying
that human methods, techniques, or strategies in themselves could ever bring
anyone to faith. It is grace alone expressed through the supernatural work of the
Holy Spirit that brings us to Christ, releasing us from our bondage to sin and
raising us from death to spiritual life.
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- Our Members who are HOME-BOUND: Eleanor & Joe Dunlop and
Dorothea Gruenwald; in NURSING HOMES: Harriet Rose; and those
with OTHER CONCERNS: Marilyn Lang, Danielle Valente, Juliette Valente,
Heather & Ralph Valente, Connie, Lynn, Nicole, Grace Serro, Ronnie Sowa,
Kathy, Tim, Mike Scaranto, Eileen Alvarez, Jennifer Gajadhar, Antony
Gajadhar, Karen Carella, John Ulicny, Cheryl Ulicny, Pastor Sam, Helene Su,
Lee Cookson, Erik Rudolf, Anna Lee Rife, Nancy Michaelis, Arlene &
Anthony Novitske, John Leipold and Erin McNeely.

Dear Heavenly Father, through our Baptism we have been brought out of death to life.
Continually remind us of this new life and the new creation that we are in Your Son
Jesus. It is in His name that we pray. Amen.
Shared Faith Ministries - Dear Heavenly Father, Direct and guide us as our two
churches work together in your name spreading the good news of your beloved son,
Jesus Christ, Amen.

Our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, God, you have made the heavens and the earth. You
have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the book that we are now studying. Please help us now as
we read together. Take us deeper into understanding more about you and your love for us. Amen

Our missionary groups right here in Flushing, the Chinese Lutheran Ministry, the Korean Ministry, the
Indo Pak Ministry, and Glory Lutheran Ministry that God will continue to bless all of these ministries and
help them to grow.
- For all of our troops: “Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. Amen.”

Sola Fide (Faith alone). Luther was never tired of saying that justification is by grace alone through faith alone because of Christ alone. When put into
theological shorthand the doctrine was expressed as ‘justification by faith alone’.
For Martin Luther, this is the article by which the church stands or falls. Luther
and the reformers regarded justification by faith as Christianity’s material
principle, because it involves the very matter or substance of what a person must
understand and believe to be saved. Justification is a declaration of God based
on the work of Christ. It flows from God’s grace and it comes to the individual
not by anything he or she might do but by ‘faith alone’ (sola fide). We may state
the full doctrine as: Justification is the act of God by which he declares sinners to
be righteous because of Christ alone, by grace alone, through faith alone.
5. Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone). Each of the great solas is summed up
in the fifth Reformation motto: soli Deo gloria, meaning ‘to God alone be the
glory’. It is what the apostle Paul expressed in Romans 11:36 when he wrote:
“For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory
forever! Amen.” So, all things really are from God, and all glory belongs to God
alone. As a doctrine, this means that everything that is done is for God's glory to
the exclusion of mankind's self-glorification and pride. Christians are to be
motivated and inspired by God's glory and not their own.
Growing up in the Lutheran Church in Guyana, I do remember that every time I
entered my home parish, Ebenezer Church in New Amsterdam, where I was
baptized, married, ordained and served as pastor, right there boldly written in
plain sight were the words, “Soli Deo Gloria”. These words proclaim boldly that
as Lutheran Christians, we are a people called by God to live our lives so that it
brings glory to God and not to ourselves. As Lutheran Christians we hold fast to
these sacred truths of the Reformation, Sola Scriptura, Solus Christus, Sola Gratia,
Sola Fide and Soli Deo Gloria as fundamental statements of our faith.
Let us therefore give thanks to Almighty God for the Reformation and for the
Lutheran Christian tradition which emerged from it. By God’s grace let us trust
God as He speaks to us and blesses us through these divine truths, and let us
embrace each other in our common journey of faith as the people of God.
To God be the Glory!
Pastor James T. Gajadhar

God’s Blessings to all celebrating this month.
We acknowledge with gratitude the following gift that was made to the
Resurrection Memorial Fund or other funds this past month to the
Glory of God and in memory of:

May 8
May 13
May 27

Andrew Ciminelli
Kevin Sichler
Sonja Munzenmaier

Ever wonder what it might have been like to be a disciple when Jesus
ascended into heaven? He gave them the monumental task of making
disciples of all the world. Plus, they'd have to do it without relying on
Jesus' physical presence, as they had until then. Were the disciples
overwhelmed, uncertain, afraid?
Maybe, yet they went on to spread the gospel throughout the world
nonetheless. They rose to the challenge because they fixed their gaze
above as they watched Jesus disappear into the clouds.

Ruth Modr
from the following individuals are:
Karen & Gary Carella

Those we love don’t go away, They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near; Still loved, still missed and very dear.

THANKS TO

When we follow that example, offering ourselves as willing servants and
keeping our eyes trained on Jesus instead of our circumstances, there's
no limit to what God can accomplish through each one of us.

4

We would like to take this opportunity
to thank ALL of our Volunteers. Many of
our volunteers wear many different hats
and help out in various ways. Some of which we are aware of and others
which are behind the scenes which we don’t see as readily. You know who
you are and humbly THANK YOU. We are all working together serving
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Just to mention a few of our groups of
volunteers are: Council Members, Altar Guild, Ladies Guild, Lecture Reader,
Greeters, Newsletter Committee, Ushers, Offering Counters, Fellowship,
help with putting out the garbage, shoveling snow, Stewardship Committee,
Choir, etc. As you can see there are many different ways to volunteer your
time and talents. We are always looking for more hands to help. Won’t you
please join us. If you are interested in participating in any of these groups,
let the Church office staff know and we will get in touch with you.
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May 7, 2017

May 14, 2017

May 21, 2017

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely

Reader: Eleaor Johnson

Reader: Debbie Sichler

Reader: Gary Carella

Reader: Walter Hartman

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Usher: George Fisher

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Greeter: Ada Gavora

Greeter: Dottie McNeely

Greeter: Sharon Rouzier

Altar Care: Ida Myers
Cynthia Myers

Altar Care: Sonja Munzenmaier
Christel Schnackenberg

May 25, 2017

Shared Faith Ministries
Combined Service
7:30pm at St. John’s

Altar Care: Christel Schnackenberg
Sonja Munzenmaier

May 28, 2017

Usher: George Fisher
Greeter: Sonja Munzenmaier

Altar Care: Karen Carella
Jenny Gajadhar

MAY 19, 2017

SUNDAY'S -

Your HELP is NEEDED NOW for the food pantry at Emanuel
Lutheran Church in Corona which serves the hungry in this
community. Non-perishable foods can be brought
to the FOOD BASKET located in the Narthex of the church for
future distributions at Emanuel, the second Saturday of the month
For further information call (718) 359-3289.
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Won’t you please help to fill the basket with non-perishable foods!

TUESDAY'S -

Immanuel Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 9:30am
Pastor Sam uses Church 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Glory Lutheran Church 4:00pm - 5:30pm
ESL Classes - postponed until further notice

WEDNESDAY'S - Resurrection Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 10:00am
Choir Practice - @ 7:30pm
Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30pm -8:30pm
THURSDAY’S -

Alcoholics Anonymous - 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Glory Lutheran Bible Study 7:30pm - 9:00pm

FRIDAY’S -

Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45pm - 9:00pm

SATURDAY’S -

Alcoholics Anonymous - 11:15pm - 2:00pm
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Our Mission Statement

As disciples of Jesus and in obedience to God's word,
the mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is:

Growing in the knowledge and love of Christ,
ministering to one another and to those in the
community, sharing the Gospel with unbelievers
so that the Holy Spirit draws them into a faith
relationship with Jesus.

If the Son
sets you free
you will be
free indeed!

John 8:36
Come

For

Indo Pak Service 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Glory Lutheran Church 4:00pm - 5:30pm

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ be upon
YOU

Rev. James T. Gajadhar, Pastor Cell: (917) 753-1514
44-10 192nd Street, Flushing, New York 11358
Phone: (718) 463-4292 FAX: (718) 463-4677
Website: rlcflushing.homestead.com
Sunday Worship 9:15am
* (Pre-Worship Singing begins at 9:05am)
Immanuel Lutheran Service 11:15am

Resurrection Lutheran Church
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