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Resurrection Life
FEBRUARY 2017

Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Carrying the Cross

“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow
me.” (Mark 8:34)

This year, during Lent, we will be focusing on the theme: “Facing the Cross”. In
preparation for this year’s Lenten pilgrimage, let me share with you some excerpts
of an article that I came across recently on the reality of ‘carrying the Cross’.

We All Have Crosses. When we look at the call to take up our cross, we tend to
think of the way God asks us to accept and embrace the sufferings and hardships
that come from living in this fallen world. While we have a difficult time under-
standing why a good God allows his people to suffer, we all know what suffering
feels like, and we can understand how it can be linked to the cross.

This kind of suffering can be physical or spiritual or psychological. It can range
from cancer to the inner wounds caused by someone who persecutes you because
of your faith. It can come in the form of a stillborn baby or in the form of a healthy
child who is not doing as well as he or she could do in school. It can come from
non-acceptance for being ‘different’, or it can come from having to endure the pain
of a broken relationship. Whatever its source, we all have situations in our lives that
we could honestly call “crosses” that we have to bear.

It is important to see, however, that before we accept or embrace any cross we may
encounter, we should feel free to ask the Lord to remove it from us. Yes, Jesus told
us to carry our crosses. But at the same time he himself healed many people. He
removed their crosses because of his love and compassion. Just as Jesus removed
the crosses from these people, there are many instances where he wants to remove
ours. He knows all about our suffering, and he is with us. He loves to heal us.

The Mystery of Suffering. Experience tells us that there are some people who
receive special healing from God and others who do not. This is part of the deep
mystery of suffering. Some of the most prayerful and holy people are not healed,
while others who have hardly any faith are healed. Some are healed after praying
for just a moment, while others pray for years and are never healed.

It appears that St. Paul carried a “thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthians 12:7). This
cross that Paul carried might have been some sort of sickness or a speech
impediment. Whatever it was, Paul’s first course of action was to ask the Lord to
take this cross away. In fact, he prayed for this relief on three separate occasions.
Jesus, too, prayed this way in the garden of Gethsemane just before he was
arrested. Yet neither Jesus nor Paul was spared from their crosses.

So when a cross appears in your life, ask the Lord to remove it. Pray for healing.
Use the same words Jesus used when he prayed. Or cry out like the blind beggar
Bartimaeus, who would not be silenced: “Jesus, son of David, have pity on me!
Heal me!” (Mark 10:46-52). God loves us and he wants to heal us. If your child
were sick, would you just let him suffer? Of course not! You would want to do
everything in your power to make him well again. If this is the way we who are
sinful feel about our children, how much more will our heavenly Father pour out
healing grace upon his children (Matthew 7:11)!

It is always good to pray—and to keep on praying. Never give up, even if you
can’t grasp the mystery behind your suffering. Keep on trusting in God’s goodness
and love.

Please join us on Sunday, February 26th immediately after worship for
a special ‘Coffee Hour Fellowship’ to celebrate 81 years of our
beloved church the Evangelical Luthern Church of the Resurrection.



BIBLE TRIVIA

Ladies

Our next meeting will be on Tues. March 14, 2017 @ 7:00pm

In Christ,

President Ladies Guild

Always Remember your Mite Boxes . . .

2

CHURCH STAFF:
Pastor: Rev. James T. Gajadhar
Elder:  Tom McNeely
Church Office: (718) 463-4292
Church Secretary: Eleanor Johnson and Karen Carella
Minister of Music and Adult Choir Director: Walter Hartman
Musicians: Flautist - Heather Valente; Percussionist - Ralph Valente
Ministers: All the Members

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL: President: Gary Carella, Vice President: Vacant

NEWSLETTER STAFF: Editor: Debbie Sichler, Assistants: Ada Gavora, and Anita Reinert.

Upcoming Outdoor
Church Sign Sayings

FOR FEBRUARY 2017
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Elder: Tom McNeely; Secretary: Dottie McNeely; Financial Secretary: Vacant,
Treasurer: Eleanor Johnson; Deacons: Walter Hartman, Henry Troue, and Karen Carella
Trustee: Gary Carella

LOOKING AHEAD TO MARCH 2017 ...

Walking with my Lord

Guild

How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from
being king over Israel?

      HINT:  A JUDGE AND PROPHET

There is NO MEETING during the
month of February

Father God, Your Word tells me Jesus opened the minds of His followers so they
could understand the Scriptures. Please fill me with Your Spirit of understanding
and give me a burning desire to read Your Word. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Psalm 119:89

February

Put GOD in the Center and everything
will come together.

A joyful heart makes a cheerful face.

Living in the Spirit … Leads Me to God's Word

"Do I actually have to READ the Bible?" "I read the Bible once so I know it."
"My Bible has old-fashioned words in it and I don't understand them." "I'm not a
good reader." "I don't have time to read the Bible."

Would the persons who made the above comments say the same thing about food? "
Do I actually have to eat?" "I ate once; I know what it's like." "I'm not a good eater."
"I don't have time to eat." We would laugh at that kind of reasoning, but the same
kinds of excuses are often used for neglecting the reading of God's Word. It is the
Word that provides spiritual nourishment for daily life.

God wants us to READ the Bible so we can learn of His grace. Reading it just
once is not enough. Contemporary English versions, Bible tapes, CDs, or DVDs
make reading easier. Is time the issue? Ask God to slow you down so that you
make time for Him in your busy schedule. Time with God may just become the
best part of your day!



-Our Members who are HOME-BOUND: Eleanor & Joe Dunlop and Dorothea Gruenwald;  in
NURSING HOMES: Harriet Rose and  those  with OTHER CONCERNS: Tim, Lynn, Marie Cappello,
Connie, Nicole, Kathy, Maryann Findley, Diana Green, Sandra McManus, Ronnie Sowa, Grace Serro,
Karen Carella, Marilyn Lang, Danielle Valente, Juliette Valente, Heather Valente, Ralph Valente, Antony
Gajadhar, Jennifer Gajadhar, Pastor Sam, Nancy Michaelis, Arthur Klein, Anna Lee Rife, Arlene Novitske,
Anthony Novitske, and John Ulicny.

Shared Faith Ministries - Dear Heavenly Father, Direct and guide us as our two
churches work together in your name spreading the good news of your beloved son,
Jesus Christ, Amen.

our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, God, you have made the heavens and the earth. You
have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the book that we are now studying. Please help us now as
we read together. Take us deeper into understanding more about you and your love for us.  Amen

Our missionary groups right here in Flushing, the Chinese Lutheran Ministry, the Korean Ministry, the
Indo Pak Ministry, and Glory Lutheran Ministry that God will continue to bless all of these ministries and
help them to grow.

- for all of our troops: “Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. Amen.”

Dear Heavenly Father, We thank you for sending Jesus to be our best Friend. You knew
we could not live a sinless life so You sent Him to live and die for our sins so that we could live
together one day in heaven. We thank you also for our earthly friends. Lord, enable us to show
them love. May we be willing to tell them about You and Your love.   In Jesus’ name we
pray, Amen

(Pastor’s article  continued from Page1)

Empowered to Carry a Cross. As we are praying for healing, we also face a
crucial question: If I am meant to embrace this cross, will I do it out of a “noble”
position of faith or through an “empowered” position of faith? There is an
important distinction here: A “noble” person who accepts a cross does so with
good intentions, trying his or her best not to complain or give in to self-pity.
While this is the right way to embrace the cross, if it is done solely out of our own
noble intentions and human strength, there will likely be some degree of
discouragement, anger, or self-blame attached. After all, some crosses are down-
right heavy, and their burdens are just too painful to bear on our own.

This is where the “empowered” position of faith comes in. God wants to give us
his own divine grace to help us embrace the crosses of life. Jesus once told St.
Paul: “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.”
These words so moved Paul that he was able to write: “I am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and constraints, for the sake of
Christ; for when I am weak, then I am strong” ?(2 Corinthians 12:9-10).

Embracing a cross with the help of God’s grace is quite different from nobly
trying our best to accept a cross without grace. Those who embrace a cross
through grace find themselves depending on God more and more each day. They
find reserves of strength, trust, and surrender that they know are not their own but
that come from a loving, merciful God. Rather than dwell on their own sufferings,
they find themselves moved with compassion for other people, even as they
themselves endure pain and difficulty. In short, they become more and more like
Jesus.

This is the paradox of the cross: We accept suffering not because it is good and
not because we like it but as part of our vocation as followers of Jesus Christ.
These crosses can become opportunities for us to grow closer to Jesus and give
him glory. So take a moment now to bless everyone you know who is carrying a
heavy cross. Ask Jesus to send abundant grace to them, to help them and to bring
them his peace.

Peace in Christ,
Pastor James T Gajadhar



Those we love don’t go away, They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near; Still loved, still missed and very dear.

from the following individuals are:
SOPHIE CHIN

Christel Schnackenberg
Anneliese Schaefer

Feb. 5    Walter Wichern
Feb. 20  Jenny Gajadhar
Feb. 22  Dee Bardolf
Feb. 22  Valerie Ruiz
Feb. 22  Kristen Coluccio
Feb. 22  Mario Coluccio
Feb. 26  Resurrection Lutheran Church (81 yrs. old)

We acknowledge with gratitude the following gifts that were made to the
 Resurrection Memorial Fund or other funds this past month to the

Glory of God and in memory of:
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God’s Blessings to all celebrating this month.God’s Blessings to all celebrating this month.

CHINESE NEW YEAR 2017
Year of the ROOSTER

Chinese New Year 2017, the Year of the Rooster, begins on  January 28, 2017.
Immanuel Lutheran Church will be celebrating Chinese New Year on Sunday,
February 5, 2017 with a special luncheon for their congregation in the church
undercroft after their worship service.
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WEDNESDAY'S - Resurrection Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 10:00am
      Choir Practice - @ 7:30pm

                           Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30pm -8:30pm

TUESDAY'S -       ESL Classes - postponed until further notice

FRIDAYS -            Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45pm - 9:00pm

THURSDAYS -    Alcoholics Anonymous - 6:00pm - 8:00pm
     Glory Lutheran Bible Study 7:30pm - 9:00pm

SATURDAYS -     Alcoholics Anonymous - 11:15pm - 2:00pm

SUNDAY'S -         Immanuel Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 9:30am
                               Pastor Sam uses Church 2:00pm - 3:30pm

                 Glory Lutheran Church 4:00pm - 5:30pm

February 5, 2017

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Debbie Sichler

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Greeter: Sonja Munzenmaier

Altar Care: Jenny Gajadhar
                   Karen Carella

February 19, 2017

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader:  Eleanor Johnson

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Greeter: Dottie McNeely

Altar Care:  Ada Gavora
                   Debbie Sichler

February 26, 2017

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Stephen  Gavora

Usher:   George Fisher

Greeter: Sharon Rouzier

Altar Care: Eleanor Johnson
                   Dottie McNeely

FEBRUARY 17, 2017

Won’t you please help to fill the basket with non-perishable foods!

Your HELP is NEEDED NOW for the food pantry at Emanuel
Lutheran Church in Corona which serves the hungry in this
community. Non-perishable foods can be brought
to the FOOD BASKET located in the Narthex of the church for
future distributions at Emanuel, the second Saturday of the month
For further information call (718) 359-3289.
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February 12, 2017

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Gary Carella

Usher: George Fisher

Greeter: Ada Gavora

Altar Care: Debbie Sichler
                   Ada Gavora

Our Lenten Season begins on Ash Wednesday which is Wednesday, March 1, 2017.
Mark your calendars now and join us for one or both of the ASH WEDNESDAY Services.
      This year’s theme is “FACING THE CROSS”

Wednessday, March 1, 2017
Facing our Sins

10:00am at Resurrection and
7:30pm at St. John’s

Feb. 26, 1936 to Feb. 26, 2017

See page 7 for some
pictures of Resurrection
in the early years.
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First Sunday School Picnic 1936

1937 Sign for Lent

1at Confirmation Class June 5, 1938

First Church Service Feb. 28, 1936
Ash Wednesday in the Mansion

presented by Sunday School for 10th Anniv.
March 1947 three stained glass windows

March 6, 1950 Mortgage Burning Ceremony

Pastor Bobzin

May 18, 1958 Confirmation Class
Marilyn Leipold front center

Laying of Cornerstone Oct. 1, 1939
Pastor Halter

Laying of Cornerstone Oct. 1, 1939
Pastor Halter

A few early pictures of Resurrection Lutheran Church
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As disciples of Jesus and in obedience to God's word,
the mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is:

Growing in the knowledge and love of Christ,
ministering to one another and to those in the

community, sharing the Gospel with unbelievers
so that the Holy Spirit draws them into a faith

relationship with Jesus.

Our Mission Statement
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