Resurrection Life
DECEMBER 2016
ADVENT

/CHRISTMAS

Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Advent is the period preceding the Christmas season. The word advent comes from
Latin and means ‘the coming’. This year, 2016, Advent begins on November 27.
For centuries, Advent has been a time of spiritual reflection as well as cheer and
anticipation. Advent has probably been observed since the fourth century. Originally,
it was a time when converts to Christianity prepared themselves for baptism which
took place on the Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord on January 06. During the
Middle Ages, Advent became associated with preparation for the Second Coming
of our Lord Jesus. Many Christians still view Advent as a season to prepare for the
Second Coming of Jesus. In the last fifty years or so however, it has also come to be
thought of as a time of anticipating the Nativity - the Coming of our Lord Jesus on
Christmas Day.
One of the symbols of Advent is the Advent wreath. An advent wreath traditionally
is made with evergreen in the shape of a circle. The circle symbolizes the Eternity
of God. Like the circle, God’s eternal mercy has no beginning and no end. God is
eternal. The green speaks of the hope that Christians have in God, the hope of
newness, of renewal and of eternal life. The wreath contains four candles, three
purple or royal blue and one rose. In the ancient days, purple dyes were once so rare
and costly that they were associated with royalty. In liturgical Churches this color
purple or royal blue are used to symbolize the royalty of Jesus. In addition, Advent
focuses on ‘Anticipation’ and ‘Waiting’ which communicates the message of Hope.
Blue, the color of the sky, communicates that powerful message of hope. The Christ
who came in history taking on human flesh, continues to come to us in Word and
Sacrament, and will come again from that same blue sky from which he ascended
into heaven. The three purple or blue candles on the Advent wreath symbolize hope,
peace, and love. These candles, are lit on the first, second, and fourth Sundays of

Advent. The rose colored candle, which symbolizes joy, is lit on the third Sunday.
A fifth candle is placed inside the Advent wreath and is usually called the ‘Christ
candle’. This candle is lit on Christmas Day. It is white, the color of purity and
completeness and it symbolizes that through our Lord Jesus ‘though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be white as snow’. During the four Sundays of Advent
therefore, we prayerfully anticipate and prepare for the divine gifts of peace, hope,
joy and love that comes to the world from God the Father in and through the
nativity - the birth of the Savior, Jesus Christ.
This period of anticipation and preparation leads into the joyful celebration of that
which we have anticipated and prepared for, namely, God’s gift of a Savior –
Jesus the Christ, Emmanuel (God with us), the Prince of Peace, the Savior of the
world. Christmas is time of great celebration with feasting, sharing gifts,
Christmas trees, colorful decorations and all the other festive things associated
with the season. In the midst of our celebration let us never forget what it is that
we are celebrating. The hymn writer captures the spirit and focus of Christmas
beautifully.

“Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o'er all the earth:
Ye who sang creation's story, Now proclaim Messiah's birth.
Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ,
the newborn King”
Our celebration is all about the Messiah’s birth which brings us in worship and
adoration. When we celebrate with our feasting, our colorful decorations and our
sharing of gifts it is because we experience the joy of what God has done for us
in Christ, whose birth we celebrate with our worship and adoration. Here in this
Parish, like in many other Parishes, we will have many worship opportunities on
Sundays and Wednesdays through the Advent season that are intentionally
designed to help us walk in anticipation of what God has prepared for us. When
that anticipation is fulfilled on Christmas day with the gift of Jesus, we will not
only be prepared to receive Him, but our celebration and our joy will be real.
Have a blessed Advent/Christmas Season.
Pastor James T. Gajadhar
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LadiesGuild December

Living in the Spirit … Shows God's Power!

My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words,
but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not
rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power. 1 Corinthians 2:4–5
Commercials! Radio, television, newspapers, and magazines are full of them.
Advertisers pay billions of dollars annually to promote their goods, services, and
ideas.
How many times have you been persuaded to buy a product only to be disappointed?
Unfortunately, the advertisers’ proclamations are sometimes only empty promises
and powerless words.
God’s Word, on the other hand, is filled with power. His promises are always true.
Man’s wisdom can and will fail, but God will never disappoint those who trust in
His power. It is the Holy Spirit who enables us to trust in God’s promises.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding
(Proverbs 3:5).

Walking with my Lord
Dear Lord, thank You for the words of truth and power in Your Word. Thank
You for giving me the Holy Spirit, who enables me to trust in You. Make me
strong to resist false words and empty promises in my life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

REMINDER: This will be our last meeting until March 2017, so please
remember to continually fill your mite boxes ‘every penny counts’.
Please Note the date and time change: Tues. 12/6/16 @ 6:30pm for our
CHRISTmas celebration. Remember to bring your soup and wrapped
gift for the Christmas exchange.

Our next meeting will be on Tues. Dec. 6th @ 6:30pm

Always Remember your Mite Boxes . . .

CHURCH STAFF:
Pastor: Rev. James T. Gajadhar
Elder: Tom McNeely
Church Office: (718) 463-4292
Church Secretary: Eleanor Johnson and Karen Carella
Minister of Music and Adult Choir Director: Walter Hartman
Musicians: Flautist - Heather Valente; Percussionist - Ralph Valente
Ministers: All the Members
2016 CHURCH COUNCIL: President: Gary Carella, Vice President: Vacant
Elder: Tom McNeely; Secretary: Dottie McNeely; Financial Secretary: Vacant,
Treasurer: Eleanor Johnson; Deacons: Walter Hartman, Henry Troue, and Karen Carella
Trustee: Gary Carella
NEWSLETTER STAFF: Editor: Debbie Sichler, Assistants: Ada Gavora, and Anita Reinert.

FOR December 2016
The most important part of Christmas
is the first six letters ... CHRIST.

AND
The ideal gift: a HUG, one size fits all!

BIBLE TRIVIA
NOVEMBER 2016 Trivia Question with Answer
Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?
ANSWSER: EZEKIEL 18:23

LOOKING AHEAD TO DECEMBER 2016 ...

In Christ,
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President Ladies Guild

Do you do well to be angry for the plant?
HINT: A RELUCTANT PROPHET

-Our Members who are HOME-BOUND: Eleanor & Joe Dunlop; in NURSING HOMES: Harriet Rose
and those with OTHER CONCERNS: Tim, Lynn, Marie Cappello, Connie, Nicole, Kathy,
Maryann Findley, Diana Green, Sandra McManus, Ronnie Sowa, Grace Serro, Karen Carella,
Marilyn Lang, Danielle Valente, Juliette Valente, Heather Valente, Ralph Valente, Antony Gajadhar,
Jennifer Gajadhar, Pastor Sam, Nancy Michaelis, Arthur Klein, Anna Lee Rife, Arline Novitske,
Anthony Novitske, Henry Troue, and John Ulicny.
Dear Heavenly Father: You know all of our heartaches, our concerns, and our
worries. Help us to remember Your promises when worries attack us. Help us to
trust in You for all that we need from day to day and moment to moment. Help us
to know for certain that Your loving answers will come at the right time and in the
right way. In Jesus' name. Amen.
Shared Faith Ministries - Dear Heavenly Father, Direct and guide us as our two
churches work together in your name spreading the good news of your beloved son,
Jesus Christ, Amen.

Join us for a

In v i t e y
our
Fa m i ly
Fr i e n d
s an
Ne i gh b d
ors

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH
44-10 192nd STREET
FLUSHING, NY 11358
(718) 463 4292

our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, God, you have made the heavens and the earth. You
have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the book that we are now studying. Pease help us now as
we read together. Take us deeper into understanding more about you and your love for us. Amen

Our missionary groups right here in Flushing, the Chinese Lutheran Ministry, the Korean Ministry, the
Indo Pak Ministry, and Glory Lutheran Ministry that God will continue to bless all of these ministries and
help them to grow.
- for all of our troops: “Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. Amen.”

Join us afterwards for Refreshments / Fellowship in the Church Undercroft

Shared Faith Ministries

DECEMBER Birthday’s

Resurrection Lutheran Church & St. John’s Lutheran Church

God’s Blessings on your birthday...

SCHEDULE OF SPECIAL SERVICES

Dec 5
Dec 5
Dec 6
Dec 9
Dec 10
Dec 23
Dec 23
Dec 25
Dec 31

Gary Carella
Valerie Gavora
Lorene Heppner
Liane Runco
Christel Schnackenberg
Cynthia Myers
George Bardolf
JESUS CHRIST
Dianne Gajadhar

Mid-Week ADVENT Services
Wed. December 7
Mid-Week Advent @ St. John’s @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)
Wed. December 14
Mid-WeekAdvent @ Resurrection @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)
Wed. December 21
Mid-Week Advent @ St. John’s @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)

DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
Gary & Karen Carella - December 9th
Delio & Liane Runco - December 28th

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
UPDATE:
WOW ... 26 shoeboxes were dropped off
and are on their way to being delivered around
the world. Besides the joy of toys and other
items, these children will hear the good news
of Jesus Christ.
Thanks to Liane Runco and her husband Delio for dropping off these
Christmas filled shoeboxes in College Point. A special thanks to Heather
Valente who turned in 10 gift wrapped shoeboxes from the Sunday School.
and 16 shoeboxes were donated by the Resurrection congregation. Thanks
4 to one and all for making this year another huge success.

Saturday. December 24
Christmas Eve @ Resurrection beginning at 6:30pm
Christmas Eve @ St. John’s beginning at 8:00pm
Sunday, December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
@ Resurrection beginning at 9:15am
@ St. Johns beginning at 10:45am

Saturday, December 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE @ St John’s beginning at 7:30pm

Friday, January 6, 2017
EPIPHANY Service @ St. John’s beginning at 7:30pm
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DECEMBER 2016
December 4, 2016

December 11, 2016

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely

December 14, 2016
MID-WEEK ADVENT SERVICE

December 18, 2016

Elder: Tom McNeely
Reader: Debbie Sichler

Reader: Eleanor Johnson

Usher: TBD

Usher: TBD
Usher: Stephen Gavora

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Usher: TBD

Greeter: Sharon Rouzier

Greeter: Sonja Munzenmaier

Altar Care: Jenny Gajadhar
Karen Carella

Altar Care: Debbie Sichler
Ada Gavora

CHRISTMAS EVE

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely
Reader: George Fisher

December 24, 2016

Altar Care: Ada Gavora
Debbie Sichler

Greeter: Ada Gavora

Altar Care: Dottie McNeely
Eleanor Johnson

Altar Care: Ada Gavora
Debbie Sichler

December 25, 2016
CHRISTMAS DAY
Elder: Tom McNeely
Reader: Gary Carella
Usher: Stephen Gavora
Greeter: Dottie McNeely
Altar Care: Eleanor Johnson
Dottie McNeely
SUNDAY'S -

Immanuel Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 9:30am
Pastor Sam uses Church 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Glory Lutheran Church 4:00pm - 5:30pm
TUESDAY'S - ESL Classes - postponed until further notice

WEDNESDAY'S - Resurrection Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 10:00am
Choir Practice - @ 7:30pm
Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30pm -8:30pm
THURSDAYS - Glory Lutheran Bible Study 7:30pm - 9:00pm
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FRIDAYS - Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45pm - 9:00pm

DECEMBER 16, 2016

Corona Food Pantry NEEDS YOUR HELP!
For the month of December you can use the

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR APPROACH
Each day you add an item to your collection and on Christmas Eve
you bring the non-perishable food items and place them in the
FOOD BASKET located in the Narthex of the church.

The annual sale of red or white Christmas
poinsettias begins again. If you are interested
in donating a poinsettia to the Glory of God as
a Memorial or in Thanksgiving, please fill in
the information below and return this form to the church office
(or place it in the “church office” mailbox at the rear of the church).
Each plant is a 6 ½ inch pot of 5 to 8 blossoms, wrapped in gold
foil. The cost is $10.00 per plant, and all orders must be received
by SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11th. The poinsettias will adorn
the altar on CHRISTMAS EVE and CHRISTMAS DAY and may
be taken home with you following either service. Thank you in
advance for making our altar more beautiful at this special time of
year!
In Loving Memory of__________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
From: ______________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving for __________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
From: ______________________________________________________
Please indicate how many and which color(s) you would like below:

How many
WHITE

How many
RED

(

) WILL Pick up plant(s) after service.

(

) WILL NOT take plants home.
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Our Mission Statement

As disciples of Jesus and in obedience to God's word,
the mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is:

Growing in the knowledge and love of Christ,
ministering to one another and to those in the
community, sharing the Gospel with unbelievers
so that the Holy Spirit draws them into a faith
relationship with Jesus.
YOU’RE INVITED
TO JOIN US

Indo Pak Service 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Glory Lutheran Church 4:00pm - 5:30pm

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ be upon
YOU

Rev. James T. Gajadhar, Pastor Cell: (917) 753-1514
44-10 192nd Street, Flushing, New York 11358
Phone: (718) 463-4292 FAX: (718) 463-4677
Website: rlcflushing.homestead.com
Sunday Worship 9:15am
* (Pre-Worship Singing begins at 9:05am)
Immanuel Lutheran Service 11:15am

Resurrection Lutheran Church
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