Resurrection Life
APRIL 2016
PASTOR
LIVING AS PEOPLE OF THE RESURRECTION
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Christ is Risen, Alleluia! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
There are many images that remind us of the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
However, the ‘empty tomb’, one such image, is most powerful as it carries with it a
significantly profound meaning. The empty tomb portrays very powerfully that death
has been conquered. The dead body of our Lord that had occupied that tomb, is no
longer there, thus, rendering the tomb empty. The dead body was not removed; the
dead body was raised to life, as God had promised. Raised to life by the power of
the Father, the once dead body is now empowered to remove Himself, alive and well,
from that tomb. The tomb is a place for the dead, not for the living. Therefore the
living Christ removes Himself from the tomb rendering it ‘empty’. Finally, death
has been defeated and swallowed up in victory. Life has won the victory! Saint
Paul puts it this way: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is
your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 1 Corinthians 15:54b-55

A life focused on God’s grace is a live that is lived in connectedness to the Body
of Christ – the Church. It is through the Church that the Word of God is preached
and the Sacraments rightly administered. Yes, it is through the Church’s Word and
Sacrament Ministry that God’s grace is available to be received by the penitent
sinner. Sin yields death and death belongs in a tomb. God’s grace freely offers
forgiveness of sins. Martin Luther tells us in the Small Catechism that where there
is forgiveness of sins, there is life and salvation. All have sinned and have earned
the wages of sin which is death and those who are dead lives in their own self-made
egotistic tombs. God’s grace offers forgiveness of sins and makes the dead alive
again. So those who have been made alive by God’s grace breaks out of their
tombs, leave those tombs empty, and lives each moment in grateful thanksgiving
for God’s grace which comes through His Son, Jesus Christ.
This Easter, as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus as portrayed by the
empty tomb, let us embrace our baptismal covenant. Our baptism reminds us that
we have and continues to receive forgiveness, life and salvation from our Gracious,
Loving God. Our God has made us His children and invited us to become an
integral part of His family – God’s Holy Church. Let us gratefully embrace our
connectedness to the God and to our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ in His
Holy Church. Here we receive God’s grace and the empowerment to live our lives
promoting and exemplifying life. Death is defeated. Life is victorious!
Christ is Risen, Alleluia! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

In the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, the baptized through their baptism, died with
Jesus to sin and rose with him to life everlasting. So, as the baptized people of God,
we are called, through our Risen Lord, to live as people of the resurrection. Simply
put, that means that our lives must reflect life and not death. The bible says “For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Romans 6:23. The most powerful manifestation of a life that embraces life
rather than death is a life that is laser focused on the grace of God. That life therefore
is a life that acknowledges and is receptive to the means of God’s grace. The means
of God’s grace is Word and Sacraments.

Happy Easter!
Pastor James T. Gajadhar

Christ is Risen, Alleluia!
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
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Ladies Guild April 2016
Jesus said to her [Martha], “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes
in me will never die. Do you believe this?” John 11:25-26
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Musicians: Flautist - Heather Valente; Percussionist - Ralph Valente
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Jesus spoke these words to Martha, sister of Mary and Lazarus. He explained
to her that by trusting in Him as Savior one would never die. He didn’t mean
that we would not experience an earthly death, because we will. But by
believing in Him we will not have eternal death but rather eternal life. And
Christ asks us as He did Martha, “Do you believe this?”

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL: President: Gary Carella, Vice President: Vacant
Elder: Tom McNeely; Secretary: Dottie McNeely; Financial Secretary: Vacant,
Treasurer: Eleanor Johnson; Deacons: Walter Hartman, Henry Troue, Karen Carella
Trustee: Gary Carella

For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in
him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day (John 6:40).

NEWSLETTER STAFF: Editor: Debbie Sichler, Assistants: Ada Gavora, and Anita Reinert.

Begin with God … He Is Savior

How do I know I have eternal life?

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast
(Ephesians 2:8-9).
It is difficult for us to understand why Jesus would leave His home in
heaven to come to earth to be persecuted and put to death on a cross. It is
even more difficult to believe that He did it for each of us just because He
loves us and wants us to spend eternity with Him in Heaven. But He did.
“Do you believe this?”

REMINDER: We are hosting the Queens Zone Spring Rally which will
be held here at Resurrection on Saturday, May 21, 2016. Please mark your
calendars. We need everyone’s help!

Our next meeting will be on Tues. April 12th @ 7:00pm

Remember your Mite Boxes . . .

FOR APRIL 2016
Even in our messes, God blesses us.

AND
Blessings linger where caring hearts have been.

BIBLE TRIVIA
MARCH 2016 Trivia Question with Answer
What goddess did Jeremiah accuse the people of Judah of making
sacrifices to? ANSWER: The queen of heaven JEREMIAH 44:19

APRIL 2016 Trivia Question

In Christ,
What idol did the Israelites in the wilderness bring offerings to?
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President Ladies Guild

HINT: LOOK IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS

- for all of us at Resurrection that we may all have a heart for those who don't know
Jesus, to help everyone come to know the love of God, and become part of God's church
family, into an even closer relationship with God, and come to eternal life.

-Our Members who are who are HOME-BOUND: Eleanor & Joe Dunlop; in NURSING
HOMES: Rosemarie Armstrong; Harriet Rose and those with OTHER CONCERNS:
Marie Cappello, Kathy, Tim, Lynn, Connie, Karen Carella, Diana Green, Pastor Sam,
Marilyn Lang, Danielle Valente, Juliette Valente, Heather Valente, Ronnie Sowa, Grace Serro,
Antony Gajadhar, Sandra McManus, Maryann Findley, Greg, Nicole, Yvonne Schadei, Anna
Lee Rife, Peter Seibel IV, and Baby Leo John Magrone.
Dear Heavenly Father, You gave Your Son to die for our sins, we praise
You for this most precious gift. Help us never to doubt Your Word and
promise of eternal life. Help us, instead, to say with confidence, “Yes, Lord,
I believe!” Because Jesus is my Savior I pray in His holy name. Amen.

Shared Faith Ministries - Dear Heavenly Father, Direct and guide us as the two churches
work together in your name spreading the good news of your beloved son Jesus Christ, Amen.
our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, God, you have made the heavens
and the earth. You have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the book that we are
now about to study. Please help us now as we read together. Take us deeper into understanding
more about you and your love for us. Amen
-our ESL Classes, We pray Heavenly Father to send those in need of learning the English
language to our doors and we thank all of our volunteers who help in this unique ministry.
Our missionary groups right here in Flushing, the Chinese Ministry, the Korean
Ministry, and the Indo Pak Ministry, and Glory Lutheran that God will continue to bless
all of these Ministries and help them to grow.

- for all of our troops "Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for
us in our time of need. Amen.”

"He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that
we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows,
and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was
despised, and we esteemed him not.
"Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him
stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.
"We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and
the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression
and judgment he was taken away.
"And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the
living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. He was assigned a
grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.
"Yet it was the Lord's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the
Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his soul, he
will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant
will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.
"Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils
with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with
the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors" (Isaiah 53:2b-12).

“Pray without ceasing ... Do not put out the Spirit’s fire”
1Thessalonians 5: 17, 19
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We’ve Got Mail ...

birthday’s
April 1
April 4
April 6
April 6
April 10
April 10
April 29
April 30

Ruth Modr
Nancy (Carella) Kavanagh
Brian Sichler
Dorothea Grunwald
Maria Gmuca
Helene Su
Anita Reinert
Gregg Heppner

God’s Blessings on your birthday...

This is "YOUR" Newsletter. It is only as good as the articles submitted.
Please won't you take a moment and share your thoughts with us. It
doesn't have to be long . Just a few lines or so. Let us know what you like
or dislike. Or share a special event in your life. Or even be as bold as to
witness and share how and when Jesus Christ entered your life.

We received a thank you note from Edward & Claire Siebert.

Dear Resurrection Congregation,
We enjoyed our time at the 80th anniversary celebration on Friday
night 2/26/16. The dinner was delicious and the worship service
was inspirational. We especially enjoyed the music and Pastor
Gajadhar’s sermon.(without using notes no less!)
In the love of our Lord
Edward & Claire Siebert
"I wish to thank members of
the "Altar Guild" for helping
set up the "Easter Plants",
which are given to the “Glory
of God", to beautify the
Chancel this Easter season.
Thanks so much for your
help, it is truly appreciated.
Eleanor Johnson

EASTER
SUNDAY

We would like to take this opportunity to thank ‘Eleanor Johnson’ for her
invaluable help with the monthly newsletter. She reviews it prior to
publication with a fine tooth comb to make sure everything is correct. We
appreciate your time and help ... and we THANK YOU!
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March 27, 2016

APRIL 2016
April 3, 2016

April 10, 2016

April 17, 2016

April 24, 2016

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely

Elder: Tom McNeely

Reader: Walter Hartman

Reader: Stephen Gavora

Reader: Jenny Gajadhar

Reader: George Fisher

Usher: TBD

Usher: TBD

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Usher: TBD

Greeter: Ada Gavora

Greeter: Dottie McNeely

Greeter: Sharon Rouzier

Greeter: Sonja Munzenmaier

Altar Care: Debbie Sichler
Ada Gavora

Altar Care: Ida Myers
Cynthia Myers

Altar Care: Cynthia Myers
Ida Myers

Altar Care: Jenny Gajadhar
Karen Carella

SUNDAY'S -

TUESDAY'S -

Needed
Please speak to Stephen
Gavora if you are interested
in becoming an usher during
our worship service.

Immanuel Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 9:30am
Pastor Sam uses Church 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Glory Lutheran Church 4:00pm - 5:30pm
ESL Classes @ 7:30pm

WEDNESDAY'S - Resurrection Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 10:00am
Choir Practice @ 7:30pm
Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30pm -8:30pm
THURSDAYS - Glory Lutheran Bible Study 7:30pm - 9:00pm
FRIDAYS -

Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45pm - 9:00pm

APRIL 22, 2016
DON’T FORGET TO
FILE YOUR TAXES

Your HELP is NEEDED NOW for the food pantry at Emanuel
Lutheran Church in Corona which serves the hungry in this
community. Non-perishable foods can be brought
to the FOOD BASKET located in the Narthex of the church for
future distributions at Emanuel, usually the first Saturday of the
month. For further information call (718) 359-3289.

Won’t you please help to fill the basket with non-perishable foods!
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Checking out at the store, the young cashier suggested to the older woman that she
should bring her own grocery bags because plastic bags weren't good for the
environment.
The woman apologized and explained, "We didn't have this green thing back in my
earlier days."
The clerk responded, "That's our problem today. Your generation did not care enough
to save our environment for future generations." She was right - our generation didn't
have the green thing in its day.
Back then, we returned milk bottles, soda bottles and beer bottles to the store. The
store sent them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled, so it could
use the same bottles over and over. So they really were recycled. But we didn't have
the green thing back in our day.
We walked up stairs, because we didn't have an escalator in every store and office
building. We walked to the grocery store and didn't climb into a 300 - horsepower
machine every time we had to go two blocks. But she was right. We didn't have the
green thing in our day.
Back then, we washed the baby's diapers because we didn't have the throw-away
kind. We dried clothes on a line, not in an energy gobbling machine burning up 220
volts -- wind and solar power really did the work. Kids got hand-me-down clothes
from their brothers or sisters, not always brand-new clothing. But that young lady is
right. We didn't have the green thing back in our day.
Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house -- not a TV in every room. And the
TV had a small screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the
size of the state of Montana. We blended and stirred by hand because we didn't have
electric machines to do everything for us. When we packaged a fragile item to send
in the mail, we used wadded up old newspapers to cushion it, not Styrofoam or
plastic bubble wrap. Back then, we didn't fire up an engine and burn gasoline to cut
the lawn. We used a push mower that ran on human power. We exercised by working
so we didn't need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity.
But she's right. We didn't have the green thing back then.
We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic
bottle every time we had a drink of water. Were filled writing pens with ink instead
of buying a new pen, and we replaced blades in a razor instead of throwing away the
whole razor just because the blade got dull. But we didn't back then, people took the
streetcar or a bus, and kids rode their bikes to school or walked instead of turning
their moms into a 24-hour taxi service. We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an
entire bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances. And we didn't need a
computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 2,000 miles out in
space in order to find the nearest pizza joint.
But isn't it sad the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were just
because we didn't have the green thing back then?
Remember: Don't make old people mad. We don't like being old in the first place, so
it doesn't take much to tee us off.

7

Our Mission Statement
Indo Pak Service 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Glory Lutheran Church 4:00pm - 5:30pm

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ be upon
YOU

Rev. James T. Gajadhar, Pastor Cell: (917) 753-1514
44-10 192nd Street, Flushing, New York 11358
Phone: (718) 463-4292 FAX: (718) 463-4677
Website: rlcflushing.homestead.com
Sunday Worship 9:15am
* (Pre-Worship Singing begins at 9:05am)
Immanuel Lutheran Service 11:15am

Resurrection Lutheran Church

JOHN 13:35. ESV

As disciples of Jesus and in obedience to God's word,
the mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is:

Growing in the knowledge and love of Christ,
ministering to one another and to those in the
community, sharing the Gospel with unbelievers
so that the Holy Spirit draws them into a faith
relationship with Jesus.
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