Resurrection Life
November 2014
a prayer to God for the good things in life. Our Thanksgiving, in addition to praising
God for the good things in life, must also include thanksgiving for the salvation that
God made available to us through our Lord Jesus Christ. For the Christian believer
salvation is not just a gift from God to be thankful for but a gift that must be shared
with others. Thanksgiving for the Christian believer therefore must include a renewal
of our commitment to share the good news of Jesus Christ so that others may come to
Him and receive and enjoy the salvation which we have received and for which we
are so thankful.
For us Americans, November is the month of Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is a big deal
for everyone in this nation, believer and non-believer alike. However the expression of

Sharing the good news of Christ in today’s world is very challenging. The world has

thanksgiving for believers is somewhat different from that of non-believers.

changed around us. As such, for the most part, we are confronted with the painful
reality that the methods we have used for at least the past century are no longer

It seems to me that in spite of the fear of ICIS or Ebola or Global Warming or crime or

bearing the fruits they once did. The result is declining congregations and increasing

any of the other scary things that we are constantly reminded of by very aggressive

budget shortfalls. Because of this, almost every congregation that is experiencing

press reports, there is one common element of thanksgiving. That is, the recognition that

declining membership now has one or more other Christian group sharing their

as a nation, in spite of the challenges we face, we are blessed particularly as compared to sanctuaries. Even though the other groups that use these sanctuaries are also in the
business of sharing the good news of Christ, congregations tend to resist any attempts
peoples in many other nations of the world. It also seems to me that much of the focus
of our National thanksgiving is generally centered on the socio-economic blessings we

to establish partnerships with them. Instead they are, for the most part, more

enjoy. Many thanksgiving expressions are about the freedoms we enjoy, good loving

comfortable seeing them as ‘tenants’ and themselves as ‘landlords’. So, rather than

families, safe neighborhoods, gainful employment, good health, comfortable homes, to

being open to exploring how they can join forces in partnership with these other

name a few. Believers and non-believers alike would normally thank God for these

Christian groups in the common mission of sharing the Gospel, they usually prefer

blessings. Ordinarily the expression of Thanksgiving for believers would take the form

to see these groups merely

of a prayer of Thanksgiving to God. Non-believers, on the other hand, would ordinarily
share their reasons for thanksgiving with each other and would generally attribute their

As an opportunity to ‘earn’ a few extra dollars to buy themselves a few more years of

well-being to their own hard work, common sense, individual abilities, negotiating skills existence. What these congregations doesn’t seem to realize is that with such an
and other personal attributes.
attitude, they have already given up and these groups become to them nothing more
For us who are Christian believers however, our thanksgiving must go deeper than just

than life support.

Pastor’s article continued on page 4
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Ladies Guild November 2014

Jesus said to her, "The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks
Him. It is good that one should hope and wait quietly for he salvation of the Lord "
Lamentations 3:25-26
We human beings are so impatient. We know what we want, and we know exactly when
we want it: RIGHT NOW! But, God knows better. He has created a world that unfolds
according to His own timetable, not ours.
As Christians, we must be patient as we wait for God to show us the wonderful plans
that He has in store for us. And while we’re waiting for God to make His plans clear,
let’s keep praying and keep giving thanks to the One who has given us more blessings
than we can count.
God knows exactly how much you can take and He will never permit you to reach a
breaking point.
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Our next meeting will be on Tues. Nov. 11th @ 7:00pm

FOR November 2014

In honor of Ida’s birthday, she will be providing ‘Pizza’ for dinner. So don’t
eat before you come.

Each day is a gift from God, have you thanked
Him lately?
AND

Remember your Mite Boxes . . .

Add a touch of heaven to your day - be thankful.

In Christ,
President Ladies Guild
COMMUNITY

BIBLE TRIVIA
October 2014 Trivia with Answer

Monday, November 24th
7:30pm

WORSHIP SERVICE

THEY DID IT FIRST:
Who was the first Christian martyr?
ANSWER: STEPHEN

NOVEMBER 2014 Trivia Question
THEY DID IT FIRST:
What was the first dream mentioned in the bible?
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HINT: LOOK IN THE BOOK OF: Genesis

Acts 6:7-8:2

The ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY SERVICE
this year will be hosted by Rev. Joseph T. Holcomb @ St. Andrew Avellino
Roman Catholic Church located at 35-60 158th St, Flushing, NY 11358
(718) 359-0417

Touch the heart of a needy child this Christmas with a Gift-filled
Shoe Box and the Good News of Jesus Christ!

- for all of us at Resurrection that we may all have a heart for those who don't know
Jesus, to help everyone come to know the love of God, and become part of God's church
family, into an even closer relationship with God, and come to eternal life.
-Our Members who are HOME-BOUND: Eleanor & Joe Dunlop, IN NURSING
HOMES:Rosemarie Armstrong, Harriet Rose OTHER CONCERNS: Kathy, Tim,
Lynn, Marie Cappello, Marilyn Lang, Connie, Karen Carella, Diana Green,
Danielle Valente, Juliette Valente, Pastor Sam, Donna Teekasingh, Ronnie Sowa;
Douglas Gonzalez (grandson) Grace Serro, Timmy Fink and his family and
Sonja Munzenmaier.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2014
SHOE BOXES: Standard size adult cardboard shoe boxes work great. Wrap the
lid and box separately with colorful Christmas wrap or plain paper and decorate
with crayons, markers, stickers, etc. (Boot boxes, while they hold more, are
awkward to pack in the shipping cartons). If you prefer to use clear plastic shoe
boxes, please, do not use any larger than 6-qt. size.

Dear Heavenly Father, You know about all the "impossibles" in our lives. Help
us to turn them over to You, knowing with faith-filled certainty that You can and
will turn them into "possibles." When we weaken, help us cling tightly to Your
promises. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Labels and instructions for wrapping will be found in your mail box. A donation
of $7.00 is requested for each box to cover shipping and project costs. Remember
to pray for this project and the children who receive these gifts.

- Shared Faith Ministries - Dear Heavenly Father, Direct and guide us as the two
churches work together in your name spreading the good news of your beloved son
Jesus Christ, Amen.

A CHURCH BUILT ON SHOEBOXES

-our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, God, you have made the
heavens and the earth. You have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the
book that we are now about to study. Please help us now as we read together.
Take us deeper into understanding more about you and your love for us. Amen
-our ESL Classes, We pray Heavenly Father to send those in need of learning the
English language to our doors and we thank all of our volunteers who help in this
unique ministry.
- Our missionary groups right here in Flushing, the Chinese Ministry, the Korean
Ministry and the Indo Pak Ministry that God will continue to bless all of these
Ministries and help them to grow.
- for all of our troops "Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them a
They protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for
us in our time of need. Amen.”

“Pray
“Praywithout
withoutceasing
ceasing... Do
... DonotnotputputoutoutthetheSpirit’s
Spirit’sfire”
fire”
1 Thessalonians
5: 5:
17,17,
1919
1 Thessalonians

The Lord’s Resistance Army is a terrorist group in central Africa that is notorious for
kidnapping children to serve as soldiers or slaves.
In the late 1990’s, the LRA attacked the village of Kot Omor in northern Uganda,
forcing displaced residents to spend years in a government camp. When villagers
returned home in 2008, they found that the LRA had burned their church building.
Not to be deterred, Pastor Peter Okot began holding worship services under a large
mango tree with about 15 people. All the while, he prayed for the Lord to preserve
peace an bring revival to Kot Omor.
Pastor Okot began to see his prayers answered last year when Operation Christmas
Child handed out gift-filled shoeboxes to 200 children who gathered under the mango
tree. Boys and girls from throughout the area heard the Gospel and celebrated their
treasures. The next day, parents came to thank Pastor Okot. “We want to work with
you,” they told him. “We want to rebuild the church.” The villagers brought timber
and grass to build a thatched-roof church where the congregation has grown to 80
believers.
Praise God for the ways He uses Operation Christmas Child to build up His church
and spread the Gospel, even in the face of persecution and terror. As Jesus said in
Matthew 16:18, “On this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall
not prevail against it.”
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Pastor’s article continued from page 1

the Kingdom of God and the involvement of everyone in the mission. In other words,

One other path that congregations with declining membership take is to focus on making being Kingdom builders mean that we, together, must first seek the kingdom of God
the church as attractive as possible. This is done in the hope that they will attract a few

and His righteousness and trust that ‘all these other things will be added unto us’ as

more new ‘members’. So, much attention is given to putting up attractive signs and

God has promised. Survival mode, on the other hand, is a continuation of a ‘Landlord/

setting out clear directions on how to navigate through the church property;

club’ mentality in which we become increasingly obsessed with seeking to find a few

experimenting with different liturgies, worship formats and music styles; developing

more new members to join our ‘club’ and a few more ‘renters’ in order that our ‘club’

‘attractive’ programs with the hope that these programs will attract a few more people to may exist just a few more years. We believe in a God who is able. It is time that we
‘join’ their church. Congregations can seek to justify these efforts with all the right

begin to trust our God who is able to do more than we can ask or even imagine.

theological language they can muster, but if they are really honest with themselves, they
will have to admit that it is usually all about helping the budget shortfall so that they can So, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ, these are no doubt very challenging times
buy themselves a few more years. Further, these efforts usually have little or nothing to

but they can be equally exciting and fulfilling times as well. Our time can be filled with

do with bringing anyone to Christ and a lot more to do with trying to give their

great possibilities if only we are willing to seek God’s help in transforming us from a

‘members club’ a few more years. This attitude is, for the most part, merely assuming a

survival mentality to a Missional mentality. This Thanksgiving let us give thanks to

survival mode of being. In many of these Congregations the reality is, apart from

God that He has brought us into His kingdom through Christ our Lord. Let us thank

passing conversations, very little effort is put into exploring creative ways of getting to

God for each other and for the facilities with which He has blessed us. Let us surrender

know the families who live in their neighborhoods and to diligently seek God’s guidance ourselves and these facilities with which we are blessed to God. Let us ask God to use
to use them to, by word and example, give these families a reason to come to accept

us and these facilities to bring others in His kingdom. Let this Thanksgiving be about

Christ in their lives. To do so would require a spiritual revival. Such a revival would

the exciting joy of being saved by grace through faith and the empowerment that

redirect their focus from just trying to ‘save their congregation’ to acquiring a burning

comes from God to share this good news of Salvation with all those around us. ‘Same

desire to share Christ. This will require a renewal of our minds and would usher in a

ole same ole’ will continue to frustrate us all. The excitement, joy and sense of

transformation from ‘survival’ to ‘mission and ministry’.

fulfillment of sharing the good news await us all. “So, if anyone is in Christ, there is

Giving thanks for our salvation as Christians, therefore, must include reaffirming that
the Salvation we enjoy is a gift from God through Christ that is not given for us to keep
to ourselves but for us to share with others. Our focus, as the people of God, must shift
from just ‘seeking to buy a little more time’ for our congregation to becoming Kingdom
Builders. We are called by God to build up His Kingdom by sharing the message of
Jesus, the Christ. We cannot be Kingdom builders if we see ourselves merely as
‘landlords’ and treat potential partners merely as ‘tenants’. We cannot be Kingdom
builders if our congregation has become a ‘members club’ rather that believers with a
burning passion to share Christ. We do become kingdom builders by seeking a spiritual
renewal. Our Worship life must be accompanied by prayer, study of the Word,
meditation, honest conversations with each other about our common mission to build
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a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us
the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the word to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us.” 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 NRSV
Peace in Christ.
Pastor James Gajadhar

NOVEMBER 2014
November 2, 2014

November 9, 2014

November 16, 2014

November 23, 2014

Reader: Stephen Gavora

Reader: Anna Chang

Reader: Jenny Gajadhar

Reader: Eleanor Johnson

Reader: Douglas Gonzalez

Usher: TBD

Usher: Deanna Bardolf
Dee Bardolf

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Usher: Douglas Gonzalez

Usher: Deanna Bardolf
Dee Bardolf

Greeter: Ida Myers

Greeter: Deanna Bardolf

Greeter: Madeline Hurster Greeter: TBD

Altar Care: Ida Myers
Cynthia Myers

Altar Care: Cynthia Myers Altar Care: Debbie Sichler Altar Care: Debbie Sichler
Ida Myers

On the Sunday preceding Thanksgiving
the Sunday School children will be
singing during our worship service.

NOVEMBER 23, 2014
Please make every effort to attend and
show these children our support.

SUNDAY'S - Pastor Sam uses church 3:30pm - 4:30pm
TUESDAY'S - ESL @ 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY'S - Mid Week BIBLE STUDY - 10am
Choir Practice - 7:30pm
Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30 - 8:30pm
FRIDAYS - Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45 - 9:00pm
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November 26, 2014

SERVICE

Shared Faith Ministries
St. John’s @ 7:30pm

November 30, 2014

Greeter: Jenny Gajadhar
Altar Care:Ada Gavora
Eleanor Johnson

Your HELP is NEEDED during Fall and Winter months for the food pantry
at Emanuel Lutheran Church in Corona which serves the hungry in this
community. Non-perishable foods can be brought to the food cart located in
the Narthex of Resurrection for future distributions at Emanuel, usually the
first Saturday of the month. For further information call (718) 229-1988.

Won’t you please help to fill the
cart with non-perishable foods!

November 21, 2014

If you have a computer and would like
to e-mail your articles you may do so to:
debsichler@yahoo.com

If you don't have a computer, please write or submit your article to
Madeline Hurster and place it in her mailbox at church.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S

Nov 4
Nov 7
Nov 11
Nov 13

Janet Ciminelli
Deanna Bardolf
Ida Myers
Marilyn Leipold

God’s Blessings on your birthday...

Mckinley Eleanor
CONGRATULATIONS and GOD’S BLESSINGS to Peter and Kati Seibel
on the birth of their baby girl, Mckinley Eleanor, born on October 14, 2014
in Texas and to her proud grandfather, Peter Seibel, III; her great-grandmother
Eleanor Seibel-Johnson; and her two sisters, Lillie (2) and Jill (5). They are
all very happy to welcome the new addition to the family. May God bless
Mckinley Eleanor and her entire family.
1 Samuel 1:27–28
"I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of
him. So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given
over to the LORD."

IT IS WITH SYMPATHY and SADNESS that
we announce the passing of our Elder,
Charles Cross on September 14th 2014 in
Tarrytown, NY.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Dana and the family
during this time. Cards may be sent to Dana at 217 South Broadway
– Apt. 2, Tarrytown, NY 10591
We acknowledge with gratitude the following gifts that were made to the
Resurrection Memorial Fund or other funds this past month to the Glory of
God and in memory of:

NANCY JUNG
from the following individual(s)
Gordon Chin
Marion Chin

STEVEN GONZALEZ
from the following individual(s)
Henry Troue
Gerry & Anita Reinert
Stephen & Ada Gavora
Eleanor Johnson

CHARLES CROSS
from the following individual(s)
Gary & Karen Carella
Stephen & Ada Gavora
Eleanor Johnson

Those we love don’t go away; They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near; Still loved, still missed and very dear.
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May God bless and guide you as you demonstrate your gratitude once more, for
the many blessings you have received, through this stewardship exercise. Give
of your best and remember that God loves a cheerful giver.
Brothers & Sisters in Christ:

God Bless You All!

Once again, it is time for us to talk about Stewardship. At this time of year we are
reminded that we are all called to be responsible stewards. This requires that we
step back from the harsh realities of this world and reflect on our relationship with
the Triune God, who has reconciled us to Himself in Christ Jesus. It is in this
reflection that God’s grace leads us to acknowledge that we are created by God,
that we belong to God and that everything we are and everything we own are gifts
that God has given to us to manage on His behalf. A Gospel reading includes
Jesus saying to his questioners after examining a coin with Caesar’s image,
“Render to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and unto God what belongs to God.”
As the image on the coin indicated that that coin belongs to Caesar, we are
reminded that the image of God in which we were created and which was implanted
on us at our Baptism indicates that we belong to God. The management of the
gifts with which God has blessed us is what we in the Church call stewardship.

“

”

Managing God’s gifts in a responsible way begins with us affirming that our entire
lives, belongs to God. Therefore we are to live and use all that we are and have as
if it truly belongs to God. One way that we do this is by returning a part of it for
the work of God’s Holy Church. The packet which was handed out on Stewardship
Sunday (10/19/14) will provide you with the opportunity to use part of what God
has blessed you with for His work here at Resurrection Lutheran. The Stewardship
packet provides each of us with some tools which will help us to embrace an
attitude of responsible stewardship and gratitude to God. Please use it wisely.
If you were not in church on Stewardship Sunday, please speak to Eleanor Johnson
who will gladly provide you with the Stewardship packet.
It is my distinct honor to encourage you to prayerfully acknowledge and embrace
the Divine truth that you are one of God’s faithful stewards/managers. As you
reflect on all the blessings that God has entrusted into your care and under your
management may you prayerfully consider what is a just and appropriate portion
for you to return to Almighty God. Let us work together so that all the gifts that
God has blessed Resurrection Lutheran with, through each of us, is used to His
honor and glory. As we do, let us watch His work here grow, prosper and bear
much fruit.
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In the loving service of Christ,
James T. Gajadhar

Loyalty Sunday November 16th
Because we realize that some of our church family will not be able to join us on
Loyalty Sunday, please use one of the following ways to make your pledge.
There are 3 options:
Put your pledge card in an envelope and mail it to Resurrection Lutheran Church,
44-10 192nd Street, Flushing, NY 11358
Send an email to Eleanor Johnson: resurrection.lutheran@verizon.net who
will record your pledge and send you a confirmation email in return.
Complete the yellow Stewardship form found in your STEWARDSHIP Packet
and return it in person on LOYALTY SUNDAY, November 16.
All pledges are confidential. In addition, all pledges received before Loyalty
Sunday will be placed before the altar with those presented on the day itself.
Hopefully, these alternative methods of making your pledge are convenient for
you. They assist us in that the more pledges we receive by Loyalty Sunday, the
less follow-up is required.

2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful give

Shared Faith Ministries
Resurrection Lutheran Church & St. John’s Lutheran Church

SCHEDULE OF SPECIAL SERVICES

Wed. November 26
Thanksgiving Eve @ St. John’s @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)

Mid-Week ADVENT Services
Wed. December 3
Mid-Weed Advent @ St John’s @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)
Wed. December 10
Mid-Weed Advent @ Resurrection @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)
Wed. December 17
Mid-Weed Advent @ Resurrection @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)

Wed. December 24
Christmas Eve @ Resurrection beginning at 6:30pm
Christmas Eve @ St. John’s beginning at 8:00pm
Thurs. December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY @ St. Johns beginning at 9:00am
There will be no organist for the Christmas Day Service. It will be a
spoken service and the Carols will be sung acappella.
Wed. December 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE @ Resurrection beginning at 7:30pm

Tues. January 6, 2015
EPIPHANY Service at St. John’s beginning at 7:30pm
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November 2nd

YOU

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ be upon

Rev. James T. Gajadhar, Pastor Cell: (917) 753-1514
44-10 192nd Street, Flushing, New York 11358
Phone: (718) 463-4292 FAX: (718) 463-4677
Website: rlcflushing.homestead.com
Sunday Worship 9:15am
* (Pre-Worship Singing begins at 9:05am)
Immanuel Chinese Lutheran Service 11:15am

Resurrection Lutheran Church

Our Mission Statement

As disciples of Jesus and in obedience to God's word,
the mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is:

Growing in the knowledge and love of Christ,
ministering to one another and to those in the
community, sharing the Gospel with unbelievers
so that the Holy Spirit draws them into a faith
relationship with Jesus.
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