Resurrection Life
December 2014

December, for us Christians, is a time of anticipation, hope, preparation and
celebration. We anticipate the coming of the Savior of the World. This
anticipation leads us to embrace the hope that the anticipated Savior brings.
This Hope leads us to make preparations for His coming. Through these
preparations we are made ready for Him and when he comes we celebrate
with great joy. Our joyful celebration leads us to the manger where we
kneel before His Holy presence and glorify God the Father for sending Him
to be our Savior.
The world of commerce in which we live will continue to use Christmas as
an opportunity to emphasize the things that motivate us to spend money.
Many people therefore spend much more that they need or could afford.
That said, spending at Christmas time is not an entirely bad thing because
it does provide a much needed boost to our ailing economy. A good
economy benefits the entire nation. We do not just shop to help the
economy, but we shop for the things that helps to create the festive mood
of a joyful celebration. We shop mainly for decorations, gifts and food so
that we can celebrate in beautifully decorated places with family and friends
around great food. We also, in the Christmas tradition, share gifts with our
loved ones. Christmas therefore is a very festive and wonderful time.

The tradition of gift giving therefore reminds us of what Christmas is all
about. God gave the world the greatest gift ever – His Son Jesus Christ.
He is called ‘Wonderful Counselor’, ‘Prince of Peace’ and my favorite
‘Emmanuel’ which means “God with us”. Christmas is about God becoming
one of us to live among us, to teach us the way of righteousness and to give
his life in our place so that we may receive forgiveness of sins and life
everlasting. So, in the midst of our festivities, let us remember the reason for
the festivities. It is about receiving and sharing the gift that God gave us on
Christmas. Saint John puts it this way: “The Word became flesh and dwelt

among us…”. God broke into human history and He came with a message
of hope by offering forgiveness and life.
This Christmas, as we enjoy the festivities, let us also open up our hearts
and receive anew this wonderful gift of God’s love to us. The gift of Jesus is
a demonstration of God’s immeasurable love for us whom he created in His
own image. As we receive him anew, let us also seek God’s guidance to
find ways to share this gift with others. Our neighborhoods are crying out for
a reason to embrace hope rather than fear and despair. Jesus brings hope
and dispels all fear. Each of us as individual Christians can use this festive
season the share the gift of Jesus with someone else. As a Congregation of
God’s people, we should continue to, through prayer and conversation with
each other, seek God’s help to share the gift of His son with our neighbors
who share this part of God’s world with us.
Jennifer, our children and their families including our grandsons, wish you
all a very peaceful, joyful Christmas and a blessed New Year.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor James T. Gajadhar
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Ladies Guild December 2014
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
Luke 2:52

We love to hear about people of power and influence. We admire them and are
inspired by them, but we often have a hard time identifying with them. We just can't
imagine ourselves, with our weaknesses and limitations, being in their positions!

CHURCH STAFF:
Pastor: Rev. James T. Gajadhar
Elder: VACANT
Church Office: (718) 463-4292
Church Secretary: Eleanor Johnson and Karen Carella
Minister of Music and Adult Choir Director: Walter Hartman
Musicians: Flautist - Heather Valente; Percussionist - Ralph Valente
Ministers: All the Members

2014 CHURCH COUNCIL: President: Gary Carella, Vice President: Vacant
We can imagine ourselves, however, being born, living in a family, and experiencing Secretary: Anita Reinert, Financial Secretary: Gerry Reinert, Treasurer: Eleanor Johnson,
Deacons: Deanna Bardolf, Walter Hartman, Ida Myers
joy and sorrow, companionship and loneliness, achievement and failure. After all,
we're human! And so was Jesus. Though fully God, He was also fully human. It is
Trustee: Gary Carella, Gerry Reinert.
through His humanity that we can embrace Him as our Brother and our Friend.
Christ is born! Because He was true Man, He understands what it means to possess
little influence and power in the world. He knows what it's like to feel pain and
anxiety He is Immanuel — God with us!

NEWSLETTER STAFF: Editor: Debbie Sichler, Assistants: Ada Gavora, Madeline Hurster,
Gerry Reinert and Anita Reinert.

FOR DECEMBER 2014
Wisemen still seek HIM.

Our next meeting will be on

AND
Please note our next meeting will have our annual Kentucky Fried Chicken Dinner.
Everyone is asked to bring dessert and a wrapped grab gift to exchange with other
members of the Ladies Guild. We will also be playing B-I-N-G-0, so remember to
bring your loose change along which will be added to our Mite collection.
At our November meeting we happy that Liz Callan join us. It was great getting to
know her better.

There are NO MEETINGS during the months of January and February

The most important part of CHRISTmas are
the first six letters!

BIBLE TRIVIA
NOVEMBER 2014 Trivia with Answer
THEY DID IT FIRST:

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very blessed Merry Christmas
and a healthy and Happy New Year.
Remember your Mite Boxes . . .
In Christ,
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President Ladies Guild

What was the first dream mentioned in the bible?
ANSWER: The dream of Abimelech Genesis 20:3-8

DECEMBER 2014 Trivia Question
THEY DID IT FIRST:
Who was the first drunk in the bible?
HINT: LOOK IN THE BOOK OF: Genesis

Shared Faith Ministries
Resurrection Lutheran Church & St. John’s Lutheran Church

SCHEDULE OF SPECIAL SERVICES

- for all of us at Resurrection that we may all have a heart for those who don't know
Jesus, to help everyone come to know the love of God, and become part of God's church
family, into an even closer relationship with God, and come to eternal life.
-Our Members who are HOME-BOUND: Eleanor & Joe Dunlop, IN NURSING
HOMES:Rosemarie Armstrong, Harriet Rose OTHER CONCERNS: Kathy, Tim,
Lynn, Marie Cappello, Marilyn Lang, Connie, Karen Carella, Diana Green,
Danielle Valente, Juliette Valente, Pastor Sam, Donna Teekasingh, Ronnie Sowa;
Douglas Gonzalez (grandson) Grace Serro, Sonja Munzenmaier and Khamell Gajadhar.
Dear Heavenly Father, Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God and our
our Savior (Psalm 25:5) As we worship Lord Jesus, open our hearts to learn your truth.
... This Christmas season remember to keep CHRIST in Christmas and spread the
good news of His birth to ALL we come in contact with.

Mid-Week ADVENT Services
Wed. December 3
Mid-Week Advent @ St John’s @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)
Wed. December 10
Mid-Week Advent @ Resurrection @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)
Wed. December 17
Mid-Week Advent @ Resurrection @ 7:30pm (lite supper at 6:30pm)

- Shared Faith Ministries - Dear Heavenly Father, Direct and guide us as the two
churches work together in your name spreading the good news of your beloved son
Jesus Christ, Amen.

Wed. December 24
Christmas Eve @ Resurrection beginning at 6:30pm
Christmas Eve @ St. John’s beginning at 8:00pm

-our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, God, you have made the
heavens and the earth. You have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the
book that we are now about to study. Please help us now as we read together.
Take us deeper into understanding more about you and your love for us. Amen

Thurs. December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY @ St. Johns beginning at 9:00am

-our ESL Classes, We pray Heavenly Father to send those in need of learning the
English language to our doors and we thank all of our volunteers who help in this
unique ministry.
- Our missionary groups right here in Flushing, the Chinese Ministry, the Korean
Ministry and the Indo Pak Ministry that God will continue to bless all of these
Ministries and help them to grow.
- for all of our troops "Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them a
They protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for
us in our time of need. Amen.”

“Pray
“Praywithout
withoutceasing
ceasing... Do
... DonotnotputputoutoutthetheSpirit’s
Spirit’sfire”
fire”
1 Thessalonians
5: 5:
17,17,
1919
1 Thessalonians

There will be no organist for the Christmas Day Service. It will be a
spoken service and the Carols will be sung acappella.

Wed. December 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE @ Resurrection beginning at 7:30pm

Tues. January 6, 2015
EPIPHANY Service at St. John’s beginning at 7:30pm
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WHAT HAPPENS IN HEAVEN WHEN WE PRAY?
Article submitted by Madeline Hurster
I dreamed that I went to Heaven and an angel was showing me around. We walked
side-by-side inside a large workroom filled with angels. My angel guide stopped in
front of the first section and said, This is the Receiving Section. Here, all petitions
to God said in prayer are received.

"If you have never experienced the fear in battle, the loneliness of imprisonment,
the agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation. You are ahead of 700 million
people in the world."
"If you can attend a church without the fear of harassment, arrest, torture or death
you are envied by, and more blessed than, three billion people in the world."
"If your parents are still alive and still married.... you are very rare."

I looked around in this area, and it was terribly busy with so many angels sorting
out petitions written on voluminous paper sheets and scraps from people all over
the world.

"If you can hold your head up and smile, you are not the norm, you're unique to
all those in doubt and despair......."

Then we moved on down a long corridor until we reached the second section.

"Ok," I said. "What now? How can I start?"

The angel then said to me, This is the Packaging and Delivery Section. Here, the
graces and blessings the people asked for are processed and delivered to the living
persons who asked for them." I noticed again how busy it was there. There were
many angels working hard at that station, since so many blessings had been
requested and were being packaged for delivery to Earth.

Have a good day, count your blessings, and if you care to, pass this along to
remind everyone else how blessed we all are..........

Finally at the farthest end of the long corridor we stopped at the door of a very
small station. To my great surprise, only one angel was seated there, idly doing
nothing. This is the Acknowledgment Section, my angel friend quietly admitted to
me. He seemed embarrassed. "How is it that there is no work going on here?
I asked."
"So sad," the angel sighed. "After people receive the blessings that they asked for,
very few send back acknowledgments."
"How does one acknowledge God's blessings? " I asked.
"Simple," the angel answered. Just say, "Thank you, Lord."
"What blessings should they acknowledge?" I asked.
"If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a
place to sleep you are richer than 75% of this world. If you have money in the
bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish, you are among the top 8% of the
world's wealthy, and if you get this on your own computer, you are part of the 1%
in the world who has that opportunity."
"If you woke up this morning with more health than illness. You are more blessed
than the many who will not even survive this day."
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Be joyful always, pray at all times, be thankful in
all circumstances. This is what God wants from you
in your life in union with Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

December 7, 2014

December 14, 2014

December 21, 2014

December 24, 2014

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Usher: Douglas Gonzalez

Usher: TBD

Christmas Eve

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Reader: Gerry Reinert

Reader: Debbie Sichler

Reader: Gary Carella

Reader: Madeline Hurster

Greeter: Ada Gavora

Greeter: Ida Myers

Greeter: Deanna Bardolf

Usher: Deanna Bardolf
Dee Bardolf

Altar Care: Anita Reinert
Karen Carella

Altar Care: Karen Carella
Anita Reinert

Altar Care:
Christel Schnackenberg

Altar Care:
Christel Schnackenberg

Altar Care: Ida Myers
Cynthia Myers

December 25, 2014

December 28, 2014

Greeter:Madeline Hurster

Shared Faith Ministries
SERVICE
St. John’s @ 9:00am

December 31, 2014

SATURDAY

New Year’s Eve

Dec. 13th at 9:30am

Usher: TBD

Altar Care: Ida Myers
Cynthia Myers

“That’s right, son. The wise men just brought
the baby gold, frankincense and myrrh. NO toys.”
SUNDAY'S - Pastor Sam uses church 3:30pm - 4:30pm
TUESDAY'S - ESL @ 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY'S - Mid Week BIBLE STUDY - 10am
Choir Practice - 7:30pm
Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30 - 8:30pm
FRIDAYS - Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45 - 9:00pm
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SATURDAY, Dec. 20th at 10:00am

December 19, 2014

If you have a computer and would like
to e-mail your articles you may do so to:
debsichler@yahoo.com

If you don't have a computer, please write or submit your article to
Madeline Hurster and place it in her mailbox at church.

decermber BIRTHDAY’S
Dec 5
Dec 5
Dec 6
Dec 9
Dec 10
Dec 23
Dec 23
Dec 25
Dec 31

Gary Carella
Valerie Gavora
Lorene Heppner
Liane Runco
Christel Schnackenberg
Cynthia Myers
George Bardolf
JESUS CHRIST
Dianne Gajadhar

I n v i te y
ou r
F a m il y
F r ie n d
s an
N e igh b d
or s

Join us for a

God’s Blessings on your birthday...
RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH

h ppy
annivers

Gary & Karen Carella - December 9th
Delio & Liane Runco - December 28th

44-10 192nd STREET
FLUSHING, NY 11358
(718) 463 4292

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD Update:
12 filled shoe boxes were collected at Resurrection &
dropped off by Gerry & Anita Reinert. They are on
their way to to being delivered. Besides the joy of
toys and other items of need, these children will
hear the good news of Jesus Christ. Thank you to all
who participated in filling a shoe box.
A special thanks to Delio Runco for supplying the large shoe boxes to be
filled.
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LOYALTY SUNDAY UPDATE
Stewardship Drive Results..from November 16th, 2014
2015
6
9
26

2014 2013 2012 2011 2010
15
17
15 15
12
19
22
18 18
20
40
53
38 38
37

Time and Talent Sheets
Pledge Cards
Offering Envelopes
AMOUNT PLEDGED FOR:
Current Expenses
$437 $886 $886 $887 $807 $833
Mission & charities
67 137 137
89 102
84
Capital Improvement
195 195 195 210 185 208
Youth
20 65 65
80
85
95
Weekly
Contribution
Number of
Range
Contributors
Less than $1.00
$1 - $10
$11 - $20
$21 - $30
$31 - $40
$41 - $50
$51 - $60
$61 - $80
$81 - $100
Over $100

3
3
7
4
4
2
1
0
2
2

If you haven't turned in your "pledge card" and/or your "Time & Talent
Sheets" yet, you may still do so by placing it in the offering plate on Sunday
or mailing it to the church office.
The Stewardship Committee wishes to thank each and everyone for your
support in this year's Stewardship Program. In these economic times, we
know it is harder to make ends meet, but you have shown with, grateful
hearts, the commitment that you are able to do in supporting Resurrection
for the year 2014 - not only with your contributions, but in your serving as
well. "Thanks again and may God continue to bless each and everyone as
you live out the Gospel in your life and share it with others "with joy in
8 your heart - a gift from God."

Burned Biscuits
When I was a little boy, my mom liked to make breakfast food for dinner every
now and then. And I remember one night in particular when she had made
breakfast after a long, hard day at work. On that evening so long ago, my mom
placed a plate of eggs, sausage and extremely burned biscuits in front of my dad.
I remember waiting to see if anyone noticed! Yet all my dad did was reach for his
biscuit, smile at my mom and ask me how my day was at school. I don't remember
what I told him that night, but I do remember watching him smear butter and jelly
on that biscuit and eat every bite!
When I got up from the table that evening, I remember hearing my mom apologize
to my dad for burning the biscuits. And I'll never forget what he said: "Baby, I love
burned biscuits."
Later that night, I went to kiss Daddy good night and I asked him if he really liked
his biscuits burned. He wrapped me in his arms and said, "Your Momma put in a
hard day at work today and she's real tired. And besides - a little burnt biscuit
never hurt anyone!"
You know, life is full of imperfect things.....and imperfect people. I'm not the best
housekeeper or cook. What I've learned over the years is that learning to accept
each other's faults - and choosing to celebrate each other's differences - is one of
the most important keys to creating a healthy, growing, and lasting relationship.
And that's my prayer for you today. That you will learn to take the good, the bad,
and the ugly parts of your life and lay them at the feet of God. Because in the end,
He's the only One who will be able to give you a relationship where a burnt biscuit
isn't a deal-breaker! We could extend this to any relationship in fact - as
understanding is the base of any relationship, be it a husband-wife or parent-child
or friendship!
"Don't put the key to your happiness in someone else's pocket - keep it in your
own.

“Too often we underestimate the power of touch, a smile, a kind word, a
listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of
which have the potential to turn a life around.” ---Leo Buscaglia

The annual sale of red or white Christmas
poinsettias begins again. If you are interested
in donating a poinsettia to the Glory of God as
a Memorial or in Thanksgiving, please fill in
the information below and return this form to the church office
(or place in the “church office” mailbox at the rear of the church).
Each plant is a 6 ½ inch pot of 5 to 8 blossoms, wrapped in gold
foil. The cost is $10.00 per plant, and all orders must be received
by WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17th. The poinsettias will adorn
the altar on CHRISTMAS EVE and CHRISTMAS DAY and may
be taken home with you following either service. Thank you in
advance for making our altar more beautiful at this special time of
year!
In Loving Memory of__________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
From: ______________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving for ___________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
From: ______________________________________________________
Please indicate how many and which color(s) you would like below:

How many
WHITE

How many
RED

(

) WILL Pick up plant(s) after service.

(

) WILL NOT take plants home.
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YOU

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ be upon
Rev. James T. Gajadhar, Pastor Cell: (917) 753-1514
44-10 192nd Street, Flushing, New York 11358
Phone: (718) 463-4292 FAX: (718) 463-4677
Website: rlcflushing.homestead.com
Sunday Worship 9:15am
* (Pre-Worship Singing begins at 9:05am)
Immanuel Chinese Lutheran Service 11:15am

Growing in the knowledge and love of Christ,
ministering to one another and to those in the
community, sharing the Gospel with unbelievers
so that the Holy Spirit draws them into a faith
relationship with Jesus.

As disciples of Jesus and in obedience to God's word,
the mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is:

Our Mission Statement

Resurrection Lutheran Church
A Light to the Nations
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